y 


BRIEF  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND 
CHARACTER  OF  THE  REV’.  JOHN 
SCHUREMAN,  D.D.  PROFESSOR  OF 
ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY,  ETC. 
IN  THE  THEOLOGICAL  COLLEGE 
OF  THE  REFORMED  DUTCH 


CHURCH. 

’Tis  done !  and  now 


he’s  happy  ! — The 

glad  SOLL 

Has  not  a  wish  uiicrow'ii’d. 


Ev’ii  the  lag 


FLESH 

RESTS  TOO  IN  HOPE  of  meeting  once  again 
Its  better  half,  never  to  sunder  more  ; 

Nor  shall  it  hope  in  vain. 

BLAIR. 


T  is  a  pleasing  thought  that  the 
day  is  fast  approaching  when  the 
estimate  of  human  character  shall 
be  very  different  from  what  it  is 
at  present.  Now,  he  whose  every 
step  is  marked  with  blood,  and 
dies  a  conqueror  on  the  embat¬ 
tled  plain  ;  or  he,  who,  without 
sacrificing  the  lives  of  his  fellow- 
men  at  the  shrine  of  his  ambi¬ 
tion,  advances  a  nation's  honour 
and  establishes  a  wholesome  sys¬ 
tem  of  government  ;  or  he,  who, 
in  the  retirement  of  the  closet, 
explores  the  tields  of  science,  and 
makes  a  variety  of  important  dis¬ 
coveries,  is  after  death  quickly 
exhibited  to  the  public  in  all  the 
pomp  of  his  achievements  and  the 
splendour  of  his  talents.  The 
world  contemplates  the  character 
with  pleasure  ;  the  traits  of  cele¬ 
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brity  which  the  biographer  has 
eloquently  portrayed,  are  read 
and  remembered,  and  told  with 
admiration,  while  the  account  of 
one  whose  walk  had  been  with 
God,  and  whose  death  displayed 
the  power  of  a  Saviour’s  love, 
attracts  but  little  notice,  and  is 
soon  forgotten.  But,  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  radiance 
of  faith  and  piety  will  eclipse  the 
sickly  lustre  of  earthly  greatness 
when  the  delineation  of  the  life 
of  a  good  man  will  be  more  ad¬ 
mired  and  prized  than  all  that 
was  ever  said  of  heroes,  and  states¬ 
men,  and  philosophers.  Yes,  the 
time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the 
names  of  those  Christian  worthies 
who,  in  the  different  ages  of  the 
Church,  distinguished  themselves 
for  piety  and  usefulness  shall  be 
universally  known,  and  esteemed 
more  precious  than  the  most  pre¬ 
cious  ointment — their  virtues  and 
services  read  to  be  imitated — 
their  titles,  and  honours,  and 
riches,  though  of  a  spiritual  kind, 
contemplated  to  excite  to  zeal  and 
diligence  in  the  Gospel  race — 
when  the  record  of — these  were 

THE  SERV^VNTS  OF  GoD  ^IN  THEIR 
DAY,  AND  THESE  ALL  DIED  IN 

FAITH,  shall  be  published  from 
shore  to  shore,  and  thrill  every 
heart  with  jov.  Tiik.n  the  foil 
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import  of  the  inspired  declaration 
shall  be  seen  and  acknowledged — 

“  The  memory  of  the  just  is 
blessed,  but  the  name  of  the 
wicked  shall  rot.” 

Under  the  influence  of  these 
sentiments,  both  friendship  and 
duty  prompt  us  to  attempt  a 
sketch  of  the  excellent  man  whose 
name  is  prefixed  to  this  article. 

His  ancestors  were  men  of 
piety  and  influence.  His  great 
grandfather  came  from  Holland  to 
this  country  as  the  associate  and 
intimate  friend  of  the  Elder  Frie- 
linghuysen — afterward  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  pastor  of  the  then 
united  Churches  of  New-Bruns- 
wick,  Raritan,  North  Branch, 
Millstone,  and  Six-mile-Run. 
With  this  eminent  servant  of 
Christ  Mr.  Schureman  laboured 
much  in  the  good  work  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
in  that  favoured  section  of  the 
Church  ;  and  by  his  faithful  and 
judicious  co-operation,  contribut¬ 
ed  to  the  maintenance  and  dis¬ 
semination  of  that  pure  system  of 
truth  which  is  happily  to  this 
day  inculcated  in  those  congrega¬ 
tions,  and  followed  with  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  the  Most  High.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  was  respectable  for  his 
literary  acquirements  as  well  asj 
for  his  piety.  He  wrote  several 
pieces  of  poetry,  which  we  are 
informed  display  genius,  and  do 
honour  to  his  memory. 

The  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  memoir,  the  late  John 
Schureman,  Esq.  after  whom  he 
was  named,  was  a  very  estimable 
member  of  society.  He  lived  as 
a  merchant  in  New’-Brunswuck,| 
where  such  was  the  respect  en¬ 
tertained  for  the  endow'ments  of 
bis  head  and  the  excellent  quali¬ 
ties  of  his  heart,  that  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  judges  of  the 


county  courts,  and  frequently 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  le¬ 
gislature.  In  the  Church  he  was 
conspicuous  for  unafiected  piety, 
fervent  zeal,  and  fruitful  benevo¬ 
lence.  It  is  said,  that  like  his 
divine  Master,  he  went  about  do¬ 
ing  good. 

The  Hon.  James  Schureman, 
the  doctor’s  father,  is  still  living  ; 
"and  his  mother,  who  is  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  that  branch  of  the  Schuyler 
family  which  removed  from  Al¬ 
bany  to  New-Brunswick  at  the 
first  settlement  of  the  place,  is 
also  living.  Her  grandfather  Wil¬ 
liamson  was  an  elder  in  the  Re¬ 
formed  Dutch  Church,  and  both 
her  father  and  mother  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church  at  Cranberry. 

Such  a  descent  is  truly  noble — 
for  what  earthly  greatness  can  be 
compared  with  that  which  is  in  a 
peculiar  sense  the  gift  of  heaven  ? 
What  is  it  to  be  able  to  reckon 
up  among  our  ancestors  men 
whom  the  world  has  honoured, 
compared  with  the  inestimable 
privilege  of  tracing  back  through 
a  series  of  generations  the  culti¬ 
vation  and  exhibition  of  such  ex¬ 
cellencies  as  the  love  of  God  pro¬ 
duces  in  the  heart  ? 

Happy  are  such  parents,  for 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord  descends 
upon  their  offspring — and  happy 
the  children  of  such  parents,  for 
they  inherit  a  promise  which  is 
of  more  worth  than  any  thing 
high  birth  or  great  ivealth  can 
bestow'. 

Doctor  John  Schureman  was  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New-Jersey , 
and  born  Oct.  19,  1770,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  New-Bruns¬ 
wick,  at  a  place  to  which  his  pa¬ 
rents  had  fled  while  that  city  was 
occupied  by  the  enemy  in  the  re¬ 
volutionary  war.  At  a  very  early 
part  of  his  life  he  was  the  subject 
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of  strong  religious  exercises.  Long 
before  his  worthy  parents  had  a 
suspicion  of  the  fact,  his  mind  was 
favoured  w  ith  those  gracious  views 
and  feelings  which  invariably  re¬ 
sult  in  sound  conversion  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  was  often  observ¬ 
ed  to  be  devoutly  engaged  in  the 
study  of  the  Scriptures  and  prayer. 

In  youth  his  conduct  was  irre¬ 
proachable.  His  naturally  mild 
and  cheerful  disposition — dutiful¬ 
ness  to  superiors,  and  affectionate 
behaviour  among  his  friends  and 
relations,  rendered  him  amiable 
in  the  eyes  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  apt  to  learn  ;  and  with 
respect  to  divine  things  in  parti¬ 
cular,  he  frequently  made  such 
inquiries  as  afforded  a  pleasing 
evidence  of  his  capacity,  and  a 
hopeful  presage  of  his  future 
eminence  in  the  Church  of  God. 

At  this  period  his  respected 
father  was  called  much  from  home 
in  the  public  service  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  charge  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  devolved  chiefly  on  his  pious 
and  venerable  grandfather,  whose 
instructions  and  prayers  no  doubt 
contributed  to  improve  the  good 
dispositions  which  grace  had  im¬ 
planted  in  his  heart.  Under  the 
watchful  care  of  such  a  friend, 
and  the  influence  of  so  salutary 
an  example,  with  a  heart  so  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  religious  impressions, 
he  could  not  but  receive  import¬ 
ant  spiritual  benefit. 

Where,  or  under  whom,  he 
was  initiated  in  the  learned  lan¬ 
guages  and  obtained  the  usual 
preparation  for  college,  the  writer 
lias  not  been  informed.  That  he 
was  early  placed  at  a  suitable 
grammar  school,  and  made  consi¬ 
derable  proficiency,  may  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  the  fact  of  his  com¬ 
pleting  his  collegiate  course  be¬ 


fore  he  had  reached  his  seven¬ 
teenth  year.  He  graduated  in 
Queen’s  college,  a  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  September  30,  1796. 

While  prosecuting  the  studies 
which  were  necessary  to^  qualify 
him  to  act  an  enlightened  and 
useful  part  in  the  world,  it  must 
not  be  supposed  that  he  neglect¬ 
ed,  as  pious  youth  too  often  do 
when  they  come  to  be  surrounded 
with  gay  and  thoughtless  com¬ 
panions,  the  cultivation  of  per¬ 
sonal  religion.  There  is  reason 
to  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that 
he  was  scrupulously  attentive  to 
the  interests  of  his  soul — that  he 
advanced  in  the  stature  of  a  Chris¬ 
tian  as  he  advanced  in  the  stature 
of  a  man,  and  continued  to  ex¬ 
hibit  in  all  his  walk  and  conversa¬ 
tion,  the  sweet  savour  of  divine 
grace.  It  is  probable  that,  from 
his  early  years,  he  had  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  in  view,  and  that, 
with  this  object  constantly  before 
him,  he  endeavoured  gradually 
to  store  his  mind  with  that  kind 
of  knowledge  which  would  ren¬ 
der  him  a  profitable  labourer  in 
the  vineyard. 

After  the  lapse  of  some  little 
time  he  came  to  New-York,  and 
commenced  the  study  of  Theolo¬ 
gy  with  the  learned  and  venera¬ 
ble  Dr.  Livingston  ;  and  with 
him  remained  until  the  year  1800, 

!  when  he  underwent  the  necessa¬ 
ry  examinations  before  Classis, 
and  was  licensed  a  candidate  for 
the  ministry. 

I  In  1801  he  was  solemnly  set 
!  apart  by  ordination  to  the  service 
i  of  the  sanctuary,  and  installed  as 
’  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  at  Bedminster,  New- 
Jersev. 

His  labours  among  this  people 
were  very  acceptable,  and  highly 
useful.  With  love  and  zeal  ht 
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the  purity  of  which  could  not 
bear  lo  be  tested  ;  nor  was  his 
good  opinion  of  any  one  easily 
changed  either  by  the  insinuation 
of  envy  or  the  tales  of  slander. 
He  was  ever  ready  to  discharge 
the  tender  offices  of  friendship  ; 
and  when  he  conferred  a  favour, 
it  was  done  with  all  the  prompt-  j 
ness  and  good-will,  which,  while 
they  appear  designed  to  lessen 
the  sense  of  obligation,  most  ef- 
fecually  strengthen  it. 

In  addition  to  what  has  already  i 
been  observed  respecting  him,  as 
a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  it  is  | 
proper  to  state,  that  he  loved 
with  all  his  heart  that  precious 
system  of  truth  which  is  exhi¬ 
bited  in  the  standards  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and 
substantially  contained  in  all  the 
Confessions  of  the  Reformed 
Churches.  This  truth  was  deeply 


by  an  unnecessary  exuberance  in 
expression,  or  an  overwhelniing 
profusion  of  figures  ;  but  in  a  plain 
and  intelligible  manner  to  humble 
the  sinner,  to  exalt  the  Saviour,  to 
declare,  explain,  and  urge  the  un¬ 
searchable  riches  of  divine  grace. 
He  was  far  from  being  an  unin¬ 
teresting  preacher.  His  arrange¬ 
ments  were  judicious  and  natural 
— his  discussions  and  illustrations 
forcible  and  appropriate,  and  his 
applications  warm  and  afl'ecli on- 
ale.  Out  of  the  pulpit  his  exem¬ 
plary  conduct,  attention  to  his 
dock,  and  uniform  affability,  pro¬ 
cured  him  great  respect. 

The  literary  attainments  of  Dr. 
!  Schureman  w'ere  considerable. 
His  mind  was  well  cultivated,  and 
possessed  of  a  natural  energy, 
which,  if  his  health  had  permitted 
him  to  apply  himself  with  unre¬ 
mitted  diligence  to  his  studies, 


engraven  upon  his  breast.  He  felt 
its  power.  He  lived  under  its  be¬ 
nign  influence.  Christ  he  adored, 


would  have  enabled  him  lo  pro¬ 
ceed  with  celerity  in  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  know  ledge.  His  appre- 


and  served  as  the  most  glorious 


hension  was  quick,  his  judgment 


object  in  the  universe — as  uniting  clear  and  discriminating,  his  taste 


in  his  person  all  excellencies,  i  good.  Few  men  were  better  ac- 


huraan  and  divine. 


The  blood  of i  quainted  with  human  nature.  He 


Christ  was  the  fountain  of  his  was  a  silent,  but  close  observer 


pardon ;  the  righteousness  of;  of  men  and  of  manners.  He 
Christ  the  exclusive  ground  of ,  could  not  easily  be  deceived.  It 
iiis  justification  before  God  ;  and  was  seldom  that  he  ventured  to 
the  glory  of  Christ  the  great  end  express  an  unfavourable  opinion 
which  he  incessantly  laboured  to  of  any  one  unless  some  good  end 
promote.  In  the  pulpit,  there- ;  was  to  be  answ  ered  by  the  dis- 
fore,  as  may  naturally  be  sup-  closure  ;  but  whenever  circum- 
posed,  his  sermons  were  fraught  i  stances  rendered  a  seasonable 
with  evangelical  sentiments,  ex-  hint  necessary,  he  was  as  seldom 
pressed  in  language  adapted  to ,  found  to  have  formed  an  errone- 
the  plainest  capacity,  and  deli-  i  ous  opinion.  In  those  hours  of 
vered  with  a  pious  fervour,  which  •  frank  and  confidential  friendship, 
evinced  how  much  he  felt  their  i  which  the  w  riter  of  this  sketch 


importance,  and  desired  that  has  had  the  happiness  lo  spend 
others  might  experience  their  ef-  with  him,  he  has  been  frequently 
ficacy.  It  was  evident  that  he  astonished  at  his  discernment  in 
did  not  go  into  the  sacred  desk  to  j  this  respect.  Rut  it  must  not  be 
preach  himself — to  titillate  the  i  inferred  from  this  rernarl:,  that 
ear — to  enchain  the  imagination, '  he  has  ever  indulged  in  the  little 
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suspicions  of  envy,  or  sought  to 
raise  himself  Jis  many  do,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  lessen  others.  Dr. 
Schureman  was  above  such  con¬ 
duct.  He  cherished  a  spirit  of 
Christian  charity.  He  respected 
merit.  He  loved  all  good  men. 

This  excellent  man  was  hon¬ 
oured  in  no  ordinary  degree  with 
the  confidence  of  his  brethren  in 
the  ministry.  A  sufficient  proof 
of  this  is  found  in  his  appointment 
to  the  station  of  a  public  teacher 
in  the  Theological  College.  The 
candour  of  his  mind  was  such,  his 
moderation,  tirmness,  and  talents 
were  so  well  known  to  them  all, 
that  there  was  not  one  perhaps 
whose  counsel  in  cases  of  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  importance  was  more 
desired  or  sought.  He  was  punc¬ 
tual  in  his  attendance  on  the  se¬ 
veral  judicatories  of  the  Church, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  their 
deliberations  ;  and,  by  inspecting 
the  records  of  their  proceedings 
for  many  years  past,  the  name  of 
Schureman  will  be  ibund  to  hold 
a  prominent  place — a  fact  which 
must  be  viewed  as  no  inconsider¬ 
able  evidence  of  the  respect  en¬ 
tertained  for  his  judgment,  piety, 
and  fidelity.  Although  free  from  a 
spirit  of  bigotry  or  sectarism,  yet 
he  loved  the  Church  to  which  he 
belonged,  and  by  his  prayers,  his 
counsel,  his  intluence,  and  his  ef¬ 
forts,  endeavoured  to  promote  and 
advance  her  interests. 

His  character  is  well  drawn  in 
a  few  words,  by  the  venerable 
Professor  Livingston,  in  a  letter 
to  the  w  riter  of  this  article. 

“  You  knew'  him.  He  w’as 
mild  and  pleasant ;  discerning  and 
lirm  ;  steadfast,  but  not  obstinate  ; 
zealous,  but  not  assuming.  The 
jrequent  hemorrhage  of  his  lungs 
and  the  habitual  weakness  of  his 
ooiisiitutioii,  prevented  him  from 


close  and  intense  studies,  yet  he 
was  a  good  Belles  Lettres  scholar. 
His  style  was  correct  and  pure  ; 
and  he  made  such  progress  in  the 
official  branches  of  his  Professor¬ 
ship,  that  his  lectures  upon  Ec¬ 
clesiastical  History  and  Pastoral 
Theology  were  highly  acceptable 
and  very  useful.  The  suavity  of 
his  manners,  and  the  propriety  of 
his  conduct,  endeared  him  to  the 
students,  and  recommended  him 
to  the  respect  and  affection  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  growing 
into  extensive  usefulness,  and  had 
he  lived,  and  progressed  as  he 
began,  would  have  become  a 
treasure  to  the  Theological  Col- 
lege.” 

A  short  account  of  the  closing 
scene  of  his  life  will  'conclude 
these  memoirs. 

During  the  progress  of  the  dis¬ 
ease  which  has  terminated  in  his 
death.  Dr.  Schureman  spoke  but 
little.  The  disease  proceeded 
with  rapid  and  irresistible  vio¬ 
lence,  baffling  the  skill  of  medi¬ 
cine  and  the  assiduities  of  affec¬ 
tion,  and  for  the  most  part  of  the 
time  was  attended  with  a  lethargy 
which  rendered  it  difficult  and 
irksome  for  him  to  converse.  He 
however  retained  the  use  of  his 
reason,  and  on  the  last  afternoon, 
when  the  stupor  had  abated,  and 
just  before  he  obtained  release, 
he  attempted  to  converse  with  his 
mother,  but  his  speech  failed, 
and  what  he  said  could  not  be  un¬ 
derstood.  His  afflicted  wife  was 
too  much  overcome  to  witness  his 
departure,  but  his  parents,  who 
were  in  the  room,  he  took  affec¬ 
tionately  by  the  hand  as  soon  as  he 
found  himself  to  be  in  the  agonies 
of  dissolution.  Then  weaving  his 
hand,  and  pointing  to  the  light  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  window,  he 
LAuoHED  ALOUD,  ihus  expressing 
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his  joy  that  his  spirit  was  about 
to  be  disengaged  from  bis  earthly 
frame,  and  to  wint:  its  fliglit  to  the 
regions  of  light  and  bliss,  just  like 
a  bird,  that  tired  of  its  cage,  claps 
its  wings  when  about  to  be  set  at 
liberty.  With  “  one  eye  on 
death  and  one  full  fixed  on  hea¬ 
ven,”  he  seemed  to  say,  in  the 
moment  of  expiring,  J\'ow  that 
God  has  given  me  the  wings  of  a 
dove^  I  will Jlv  away  and  be  at  rest. 

The  following  lines  of  Dod¬ 
dridge  admirably  describe  this 
closing  scene. 

“  When  deatli  o’er  nature  shall  prevail, 
And  all  the  powers  of  lan^’uage  fail, 

Joy  tliroiigh  my  swimming  eyes  shall 
break, 

Aod  mean  tlie  thanks  1  cannot  speak/* 

He  is  gone,  and  to  him  the 
language  of  another  poet  may  be 
applied. 

**  Sunk  though  he  be - 

So  sinks  the  da3'-star  in  the  ocean  bed, 
And  yet  anon  repairs  his  drooping  head. 
And  tricks  his  beams,  and  with  uew- 
spangled  ore 

Flames  in  the  forehead  of  the  momins: 
sky/* 

Schureman  !  Sweet  repose  to 
thy  ashes,  and  imperishable  ho¬ 
nour  to  thy  memory.  Thou  art 
removed  beyond  the  reach  of  sor¬ 
row,  pain,  and  sin.  Heaven  is  thy 
home,  which,  after  many  conflicts, 
and  toils,  and  pains,  thou  hast 
happily  gained ;  and  we  would 
not,  if  we  could,  call  thee  back  to 
earth.  But  the  full  heart  will 
ever  cherish  with  mournful  plea¬ 
sure  the  remembrance  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  and  amiable  virtues  w  hich 
adorned  thy  character. 

Since  the  decease  of  the  Doc¬ 
tor,  his  widow  has  become  the 
mother  of  a  son.  It  is  devoutly 
wished  that  the  child  may  be 
spared  to  be  a  solace  to  his  mo¬ 


ther — that  the  mantle  of  the  father 
may  descend  upon  the  son — and 
that,  like  him,  he  may  shine  as  a 
bright  ornament  in  the  Church  of 
God. 

o^yeexm. 


THE  SCRIPTURES  THE  SUPREME 

JUDGE  OF  RELIGIOUS  CONTRO¬ 
VERSY. 

[Continued  from  p,  158.] 

In  additional  confirmation  of  the 
principle  maintained  in  this  dis¬ 
sertation,  let  us  examine  and  de¬ 
fine  the  province  o( human  reason^ 
ecclesiastical  authority,  and  the 
writings  of  the  ancieyits,  in  matters 
of  religion. 

1.  It  is  necessary  to  define  the 
province  of  human  reason.  This 
term  is  often  used  in  an  improper 
sense,  and  such  use  of  it  is  dan¬ 
gerous.  It  presents  to  the  mind 
an  imaginary  object,  in  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  which,  man  is  bewildered 
and  lost.  By  human  reason  some¬ 
times  is  understood  a  certain  sys¬ 
tem  of  doctrines  for  the  direction 
of  our  belief  and  [iractice,  distinct 
from  Divine  revelation.  This  is 
a  system,  however,  which  has  no 
existence,  which  no  man  can  de¬ 
fine,  and  the  belief  of  which,  as 
it  is  a  nonentity,  must  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  mischievous  conseijuences. 

Human  reason  is  nothing  but 
the  faculty  of  reasoning  and  the 
exertions  of  that  facxdty.  It  is  not 
the  rule  of  direction,  but  the 
power  of  ascertaining  and  apply¬ 
ing  the  rule. 

The  faculty  of  reasoning  in 
relation  to  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
is  as  the  eye  to  the  light.  The 
organ  of  vision  is  not  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  illumination  ;  but  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  perceive  the  light  of 
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Leaven,  and  the  various  objects 
which  are  illuminated  bv  its  rays. 
Considered  as  the  gift  of  God,  this 
faculty  is  an  inestimable  privilege, 
— a  spark  of  intelligence  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  creature,  from  the 
eternal  principle  of  knowledge. 

•  It  is  however  limited  in  its  exer¬ 
tions  to  a  narrow  sphere.  InCc*- 
pable  in  its  best  possible  condi¬ 
tion  of  embracing  every  object, 
the  vision  becomes  dim  beyond  a 
certain  distance,  and  in  our  pre¬ 
sent  fallen  state,  it  necessarily 
receives  erroneous  views  of  the 
most  important  concerns  ot  life. 

It  cannot  indeed  be  denied, 
that  man  in  the  exercise  of  his 
power  of  reasoning,  lias  made 
great  progress  in  natural  science, 
and  settled  many  controversies 
respecting  it  by  the  increasing 
light  of  repeated  experiments. 
But  we  cannot  conclusively  argue 
from  his  success  in  science,  to  his 
progress  in  the  knowledge  of  re¬ 
ligion  by  the  same  means.  The 
method  of  salvation  through  a 
crucified  Saviour,  as  it  originates 
in  the  good  pleasure  of  God’s 
will,  is  made  known  only  by  di¬ 
vine  revelation,  and  the  special 
influence  of  divine  grace  is  indis¬ 
pensably  necessary  to  the  saving 
knowledge  of  it,  even  when  re¬ 
vealed.  Natural  science  invites 
us  to  its  study,  without  regard  to 
virtue  or  vice.  It  imposes  no 
restraint  on  criminal  alfections. 
It  presents  no  barrier  to  sensu.d 
gratifications.  But  religion  is  at 
war  with  every  lust.  It  gives  in¬ 
dulgence  to  no  kind  of  vice. 
There  is  a  connexion  between 
doctrinal  and  practical  truths.  If 
we  receive  this  doctrine,  we 
must,  in  order  to  be  consistent, 
practise  this  duty.  Man,  unwiil-j 
ing  to  practise  holiness,  wishes | 
hat  the  doctrine  which  is  accord¬ 


ing  to  godliness  were  false.  Thus 
the  natural  wan  receiveth  not 
the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
Regenerating  grace  is  requisite, 
in  order  that  human  reason  may 
apply  the  rule  of  revelation. 

It  is  the  same  God,  who  has 
given  us  the  j)ower  of  reasoning 
and  the  oracles  of  inspiration. 
The  latter  gift  is  not  intended  to 
destroy  the  former,  or  to  super¬ 
sede.  its  exercise.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  increases  our  information 
and  corrects  our  errors.  If  the 
bodily  eye  is  indebted  to  another 
sense  for  its  aid  in  determining 
the  figure,  the  magnitude,  and  the 
distance  of  visible  objects,  how 
much  more  is  the  human  under¬ 
standing  indebted  to  divine  aid 
for  assisting  our  reasoning  faculty 
in  ascertaining  principles,  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  essential 
to  our  improvement  and  ha])pi- 
ness. 

The  exercise  of  reason,  re¬ 
specting  the  doctrines  of  revela¬ 
tion  is  necessary.  God  addresses 
man  as  a  r.itional  creature,  and 
commands  him  to  eniploy  the 
talent  which  he  has  received. 

Its  province  is  to  contemplate 
the  claim  of  the  Scriptures  to  in- 
sjiiration,  to  receive  them  as  the 
word  ofGod,  and  to  examine  their 
contents.  Tiie  question  which 
the  Christian  has  to  determine  by 
the  use  of  his  reason  in  nerusing 
the  Scriptures,  is  not  whether 
ti.is  doctrine;  was  known  inue- 
pendently  of  the  Bib'  ;  whelaer 
ii  was  discoverable  bv  reason  ; 
or  whether  when  reveale<-  it  is 
comprehensible  by  the  human 
mind  ;  but,  the  question  is  mere¬ 
ly,  whether  this  is  a  doctrine  of 
the  Scriptures.  The  ground  of 
onr  belief,  in  any  part  of  the 
Bible,  is  not  its  reasonableness, 
but  its  being  sanctioned  wnth 
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“  Thus  saith  the  Lord.^*  The 
most  sublime  mystery  of  the 
Christian  religion  has  as  great  a 
claim  upon  my  belief,  as  that  two 
and  two  are  four.  No  perception 
of  my  soul  is  more  clear  and  cer¬ 
tain  than  that  God  is  incapable  of 
falsehood. 

It  is  also  the  duty  of  man,  prac¬ 
tically  to  apply  the  maxims  of 
inspiration.  The  inferences  which 
are  legitimately  drawn  from  the 
Scriptures  are  of  divine  authori¬ 
ty.  God  will  not  fail  to  recognize 
every  sentiment  which  is  con¬ 
tained  in  his  words.  It  would, 
indeed,  be  in  some  cases  unfair 
and  unmerciful  to  charge  fallible 
man  with  believing  every  senti¬ 
ment  which  might  justly  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  his  expressions  :  but 
the  omniscient  God  has  revealed 
nothing  the  full  force  of  which  he 
did  not  comprehend. 

The  Redeemer  has  set  us  an 
example  of  argument  by  infer¬ 
ence,  in  his  reply  to  the  Sad- 
ducecs ;  and  the  inspired  apostles 
followed  the  example  of  their 
Master  in  their  disputes  with  the 
Jews.  Christians,  therefore,  while 
they  submit  implicitly  to  the  su¬ 
preme  authority  of  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  must  use  the  reasoning 
faculty  in  deducing  consequences 
for  the  direction  of  life  from  its 
established  axioms. 

2.  It  is  proper  to  settle  the 
))rovince  of  ecclesiastical  autho- 
rity. 

There  are  some  principles 
which  are  common  to  the  Church 
with  other  societies  of  rational 
creatures.  The  exercise  of  the 
social  affections;  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  order;  the  establishment 
of  subordinate  rules  of  conduct; 
and  the  right  of  the  Body  to  con¬ 
trol  any  member  in  agreeableness 
to  the  supreme  law. 


The  Church  does  not  give 
authority  to  the  Scriptures,  but 
derives  it  from  them.  All  eccle¬ 
siastical  acts  are  to  be  tried  by 
the  doctrines  of  revelation  as  the 
supreme  standard.  From  these 
divine  oracles  ail  Christians  are 
to  learn,  whatever  station  they 
till,  how  to  behave  themselves  in 
the  house  of  God,  vchich  is  the 
Church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar 
and  ground  of  truth.  The  pillar, 
upon  which,  in  allusion  to  the 
practice  of  the  Romans,  in  pub¬ 
lishing  their  laws,  the  statutes  of 
God  are  inscribed  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  his  subjects  ;  and  the 
ground  upon  which  the  sun^mary 
exhibition,  made  of  Scripture 
truth,  rests.  The  confession  of 
our  faith  in  the  articles  of  reli¬ 
gion  receives  authority,  in  a  mi¬ 
nisterial  and  subordinate  sense, 
from  ecclesiastical  acts  ;  but  the 
Church  itself  receives  authority 
for  all  its  righteous  deeds  from 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  built  upon 
the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being 
the  chit f  corner-stone. 

The  ofheers  and  judicatories 
of  the  Church  have  no  power  to 
increase  or  diminish  the  number 
of  ordinances  specitied  in  divine 
revelation  ;  but  must  regulate  the 
order  and  seasons  in  which  these- 
ordinances  are  to  be  dispensed. 
Whatsoever  is  prohibited  in  God’s 
w  ord  cannot  be  authorized  by  the 
church  ;  but  a  duty  enjoined  re- 
(]uires  the  arrangement  of  all 
things  necessary  to  a  compliance 
with  it.  No  ecclesiastical  act  can 
render  any  part  of  time  holy,  as 
the  Lord  hath  sanctitied  the  Sab¬ 
bath  ;  but  special  acts  of  devotion 
required  by  God,  impose  upon 
the  Church  a  necessity  of  specify¬ 
ing  the  times  for  attending  to 
them.  The  Lord’s  day  demand- 
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of  us  the  suitable  exercises  of  influenced  by  authority.  It  is 
religious  worship  ;  in  other  cases,  pleasing  to  be  in  the  company  of 
the  exercises  of  devotion  demand  those  whom  we  esteem.  Rever- 


the  time  necessary  for  their  pro-  ence  for  characters  produces 
per  observance.  Setting  his  peo- [respect  for  their  opinions;  and 
pie  at  liberty  from  the  doctrines '  ih\s  cannot  fail  to  influence  the 
and  com7nandments  of  men,Chnsi  ,ju(\<^meu{,  Many  men,  it  is  also 
commands  them  to  stand  fast  in , to  be  observed,  are  unwilling  to 
that  liberty  agninst  the  encroach-  take  the  trouble  of  thinking 
nients  of  ecclesiastic  domination.  | closely  ;  and  are  therefore  satis- 
About  such  things,  however,  as  fled  that  others  should  think  for 


God  hath  left  undetermined,  there  jthem  while  they  practise  upon 
is  no  need  of  the  Christian’s  con- 1  the  principle  of  implicit  faith, 
tending.  Whether  a  minister  of i  The  religious  opinions,  however, 
the  Gospel  should  preach  twice ’which  are  founded  upon  human 
or  three  times  on  the  Lord’s  day  ;  1  authority  are  not  worthy  of  the 
whether  he  should  begin  public ;  Christian.  His  faith  rests  upon 
worship  by  prayer,  by  singing, [the  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  is 
or  by  exhortation;  w’hether  he ;  the  power  of  God  and  the  wisdom 
should  sing  once  or  tw  ice  before  of  God. 

sermon,  are  questions  about!  The  province,  which  the  wmrks 
w  hich  there  should  be  no  con-  of  the  fathers  should  occupy  in 
tention  ;  but  being  settled  by  the  matters  of  religion,  can  be  very 


Church  for  the  sake  of  harmony  easily  defined.  Writings  w  hich 
and  order,  all  its  members  should! come  down  to  us  well  aulhenti- 


subniit.  It  is  the  will  of  God  cated,  which  are  evidently  genu- 
that  every  thing  should  be  done  ine,  which  have  been  composed 
“  decently  and  in  order,”  in  by  persons  of  discrimination  and 
agreeableness  to  what  he  has  re-  veracity,  may  undoubtedly  be 
quired  in  his  word.  j admitted  as  witnesses  of  matter 

3.  The  w  ritings  of  the  ancients  of  fact.  Such  testimony  will,  of 
may  be  perused  with  advantage  course,  decide  wliat  were  the 
in  order  to  assist  us  in  under-  opinions  of  certain  men,  and 
standing  more  clearly  some  pas- 1  w  hat  were  the  customs  of  the 
sages  of  Scripture.  Allusions  are  Church  at  a  certain  time.  But 
made  frequently  in  the  Bible  to  these  opinions,  and  these  cus- 
the  prevailing  usages  of  the  toms,  are  still  to  be  tried  by  the 
periods  in  which  its  various  j)arts  .Scriptures.  If  upon  examination 
were  written;  and  an  accurate  they  are  found  to  be  conformable 
acquaintance  with  the  languages  to  the  will  of  the  supreme  Law- 
and  customs  of  the  ancients  arelgiver,  the  Christian  will  rejoice. 


exceedingly  serviceable  in  ascer- '  lie  is  always  }>leased  at  finding 
taining  the  meaning  of  such  pas- j  the  Church  abiding  by  liie  la*.v 
sages  of  revelation  as  refer  to  and  the  testimony.  But  if  they 
them.  are  found  to  be  otherwise,  he  is 

No  uninspired  writings  are,  at  no  loss  whether  to  folloiv  the 
how  ever,  of  any  authority  in  de-|  writings  of  the  ancients,  or  the 
termining  what  is  the  doctrine  Scriptures  of  inspiration.  Ali 
and  order  of  God’s  Church,  it  is  Christ’s  disciples  w  ill  say  to  the 
indeed  very  natural  to  man  to  be^viiters  of  antiquity,  as  Botcr  and 
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John  diJ  to  the  Jewish  Sanhe- 1 Saviour,  he  receives  as  the  best; 
drim,  Whether  it  be  right  in  and  he  esteems  as  worthy  of  him- 
sight  of  God  to  hearken  unto  you  self  to  support  what  was  worthy 
jnore  than  unto  God,  judge  ye,  |  of  God  to  bestow.  He  is  dis- 
How  pleasing  is  the  sight  of  aigusted  at  the  man  who  proposes 
pious  and  zealous  Christian,  i  amendments  to  it  as  offering  an 
going  on  from  strength  to  strength  j  insult  to  the  love  which  inspires, 
towards  Zion.  With  an  humble;  the  wisdom  which  orders,  and 
sense  ol’  his  own  infirmities,  un-  j  the  authority  which  establishes 
wavering  dependence  on  God’s  the  constitution  of  the  Christian 
Spirit,  diligent  endeavours  to  dis-  i  Church.  “  Zion”  is,  in  his  view', 
cover  truth,  sincere  resolution  to  “  the  perfection  of  beauty.”  In 
hold  it  fast,  and  anxiety  to  have  a  his  Christian  warfare,  in  his 
saving  interest  in  it,  he  searches  afflictions,  yea,  in  the  hour  of 
the  Scriptures,  knowing  that  in  death,  he  is  supported  with  this 
them  he  shall  find  eternal  life,  reflection. 

In  them  God  speaks  to  him.  The  Holy  Ghost,  says  he,  speak- 
From  their  decision  he  knows,  ing  in  the  Scriptures,  has  been  my 
and  he  rejoices  to  know  it,  there  instructer.  I  have  not  built  my 
can  be  no  appeal.  They  deter-  hopes  upon  the  foundation  of 
mine  every  thing  which  requires  |  human  authority.  The  decrees 
a  determination.  Their  maxims  of  councils,  the  traditions  of 
he  endeavours  prudently  to  apply  elders,  the  writings  of  fallible 
in  all  his  conduct.  He  diligently  men,  have  been  received  only  as 
employs  every  help  to  the  under-  far  as  they  are  supported  by 
standing  of  them.  Sensible  of  God’s  testimony.  Upon  the  word 
their  perfection  he  compares  of  revelation,  a  word  which  can- 
Scripture  with  Scripture.  What  not  fall  to  the  ground,  and  which 
is  less  clearly  intimated  in  one  God  will  own  when  I  appear  be- 
part  of  the  sacred  volume,  is  fore  him,  I  now  venture,  yea,  I 
more  clearly  explained  in  other  confidently  rest  my  immortal 
parts.  The  histories,  the  pro-  soul,  while  I  resign  my  body  to 
mises,  the  precepts  of  revelation,  the  dust.  To  my  God,  whose 
all  contribute  to  establish  his  revelation  has  been  the  guide  ol 
faith,  and  to  animate  his  hope,  my  life,  1  now  come.  Thou  uilt 
Delighted  with  the  whole  plan  of  show  me  the  path  of  life:  in  thy 
grace,  he  admires  the  manner  in  presence  is  fulness  of  joy;  at  thy 
which  salvation  is  dispensed  to  right  hand  there  are  pleasures  for 
man.  The  visible  order  appoint-  evermore, 
ed  for  the  Church  by  the  blessed  a 
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GENTLEMEN, 

i'hc  following  lines  are  at  your  disposal,  if  you  think  proper  to 
give  them  a  place  in  your  valuable  Magazine. 

LUCRETU,  OR  THE  WORLD  HAS  LOST  ITS  CHARMS. 

Down  the  deceitful  stream  of  busy  life, 

With  thoughtless  multitudes  Lucretia  sail'd, 

Unconscious  of  her  port.  Her  joyous  spring 
In  gay  delight,  pass’d  heedlessly  along, 

And  airy  dreams  of  visionary  bliss 

Wrapt  up  her  sense.  Her  happiest  hours  she  deem'd 

In  gayest  mirth,  when  thought  was  lull’d  to  sleep; 

And  those  whom  once  congenial  sentiment 
Together  link’d  in  friendship’s  sweetest  ties, 

But  now’  by  grace  disjoin'd,  too  sober  grown. 

Delusive  charms,  false  lustres  of  the  w’orld 
Enamour'd  more  than  the  sw'eet  charms  of  grace. 

Delighted  fancy  was  allur’d  with  toys 

Which  better  reason  would  have  thought  too  vain. 

Fondly  she  look’d  around  and  saw  the  world 
Spread  its  delicious  sw’ects  ;  each  balmy  breeze 
\N^ifted  fresh  odours  from  the  spicy  fields 
To  captivate  the  sense  ;  the  song  of  dance 
W  as  heard  among  the  youthful  train,  where  mirth, 

And  gayety,  and  folly,  in  a  round 
Of  thoughtless  pleasure,  stole  aw  ay  the  hours. 

'J'hus  fond  Lucretia,  centred  all  her  hopes 
In  sublunary  joys,  nor  thought  that  one 
Unlucky  breeze  might  sweep  them  all  away  ; 

'J'hat  the  gay  world,  with  all  its  glittering  toys. 

Its  false,  deceitful  charms,  its  vain  delights. 

Its  empty  vanities  and  giddy  rounds 
Is  but  a  theatre  of  sin,  and  frail. 

Uncertain  life,  a  transitory  dream  ; 

That  when  w^e  seem  in  freshest,  fairest  bloom. 

We’re  tottering  on  the  very  verge  of  death. 

The  voice  of  w  isdom  oft  essay'd  to  charm 
To  more  substantial  and  enduring  joys  ; 

Bid  her  seek  bliss  beyond  this  fading  world, 

And  fix  her  hopes  eternal  in  the  skies. 

As  oft  it  charm’d  in  vain ;  still  idle  dreams 
Play’d  in  her  fancy  and  betray'd  her  mind 
On  pleasure  bent,  unreal,  giddy,  vain. 
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As  walking  by  herself  in  lonely  path, 

Along  the  grove,  in  silent  shade  retir’d ; 

When  busy  thought  was  planning  wonted  joys, 

And  idle  fancy  roving  ’mong  the  gay  ; 

A  voice  thus  sudden  whisper’d  in  her  ear  : 

“  Why  seek  the  foolish  pleasures  of  the  world  ? 

Why  love  the  giddy  circles  of  the  vain  ? 

What  is  there  here  can  satisfy  thy  soul. 

Or  give  true  comfort  on  a  dying  hed  ? 

Behold,  but  few  thy  days — soon  life  will  end, 

And  all  its  vain  delights  ;  then  wisely  prize 
The  day  of  grace,  and  seek  substantial  joy 
In  wisdom’s  ways ;  there  only  it  is  found.” 

It  was  the  guardian  angel  sent  from  heav’n 
To  breathe  celestial  influence,  and  awake 
From  worldly  folly,  to  diviner  life. 

She  saw  the  error  of  her  ways — she  wept, 

And  pray’d  that  heaven  would  graciously  forgive 
An  humble  penitent,  and  grant  henceforth 
That  she  might  live  a  holy  life.  Her  prayer 
Was  heard.  Now  heavenly  truth  beam’d  on  her  mind. 
And  brighten’d  up  her  path  ;  new  hoj)es  inspir’d 
New  joys.  Farewell,  ye  giddy  throng,  ye  gay 
Delights,  ye  false  enchanters  of  the  brain  ; 

Come,  ye  who  once  I  deem’d  a  gloomy  set. 

Be  my  associates ;  now  I  taste  your  joys. 

Now  1  perceive  from  whence  your  pleasure  springvS. 
Grace  !  O  delightful  theme  !  sweet  sound  divine  ! 

It  shall  employ  my  tongue,  while  being  lasts. 

And  endless  years  roll  their  successive  round. 

MELQ^r. 


^cicctcb. 


THE  ORPHAN. 

VV  iiere  shall  the  child  of  sorrow  find 
A  place  for  calm  repose  ? 

Thou  Father  of  the  fatherless. 

Pity  the  Orphan’s  woes. 

What  friend  have  I  in  heaven  or  earth, 
What  friend  to  trust,  but  thee  ? 

My  father’s  dead,  iny  mother’s  dead ; 
J\lj  God,  remember  me  ! 

Thy  fp^cious  promise  now  fulfil, 

And  bid  ray  trouble  cease; 

In  thee,  the  fatherless  shall  find 
Botli  mercy,  grace,  and  peace. 


I’ve  not  a  secret  care  or  pain. 

But  he  that  secret  knows  : 

Thou,  Father  of  the  fat!icrle.s?, 

:  Pity  the  Orphan's  woes  ! 

A  VERY  sweet  and  plaintiv^^ 
voice  sang  these  words.  I  could 
not  at  first  discover  from  whence 
or  from  whom  it  proceeded.  It 
was  a  beautiful  moonlight  even¬ 
ing  in  the  month  of  September, 
and  being  a  stranger  in  the  vill 
i  to  which  my  walk  had  extended,  1 
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.ipproacheil  the  Church,  which  both,  and  am  left  without  a  friend 
jitood  upon  a  hill  at  some  distance  on  earth.” 

from  the  houses,  proposing  to  “  But,  I  trust,”  added  I,  “  not 
myself  the  pleasure  of  a  lonely  without  a  Friend  in  heaven.” 
contemplation  among  the  graves  “  I  hope  not.  Sir,”  said  the 

of  the  departed.  I  had  scarcely  girl,  “  but  my  heart  is  very 
arrived  at  the  gate,  which  stood  heavy.  It  is  not  a  fortnight  since 
opposite  to  the  Church  porch,  my  poor  mother  was  laid  in  that 
when  the  above  verses  were  soft-  grave  beside  my  father,  who 
ly  sung  by  some  person,  not  in  died  last  year.” 
sight.  Fearful  of  interrupting  “  And  what  brings  you  here 
this  artless  hymn,  which  was  evi-  to-night?”  said  I. 
dently  accompanied  by  broken  “  Sir,  I  come  here,  as  often  as 
sighs,  ns  of  one  weeping  not  far  I  can  at  an  evening,  when  my 
off,  I  stood  still  to  listen.  day’s  work  is  over,  to  look  at 

At  that  moment  a  poor  girl,  ap-  these  two  graves,  and  think  about 
parently  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  my  dear  father  and  mother.  They 
years  of  age,  came  from  behind  a  were  the  best  that  any  poor  child 
projecting  part  of  the  church,  ever  had  ;  and  my  greatest  com- 
and  soon  returned  again,  without  fort  now  is,  to  come  here  by  my- 
<liscovering  that  she  was  observed  self,  and  think  over  all  their  kind- 
and  overheard.  I  could  not  help  ness  and  love  to  me,  whilst  they 
feeling  a  momentary  concern  lest  lived.”  Tears  again  prevented 
my  approach  might  terrify,  or  at  her  saying  more, 
least  disturb  the  feelings  of  the  “  And  where  did  you  learn  that 
distressed  girl,  who  seemed  to  be  hymn,  which  I  heard  just  now  ?” 
overcome  w'ith  much  allliction  of  Sir,”  said  she,  “  it  is  one 
heart.  that  the  minister  of  our  parish 

Whilst  I  was  gently  openinglmadc  for  some  children  in  the 
the  gate,  she  again  sang  the  two  j  Sunday-school,  who  lost  their 
l  ist  lines  as  before,  j  father  and  mother  a  few  years 

i  ago  ;  he  called  it,  “  The  Orphan"? 

TIiou  Fathfr  of  the  fatherles?,  j  llynin,”  and  we  sometimes  used 

Pity  the  Orphan’s  woes.  (o  sing  it  at  Churcli  and  at  school. 

But  I  did  not  know  then,  how 
At  that  moment  the  noise  of  the  soon  it  w  ould  be  my  own  turn  to 
gate  shutting,  after  I  had  passed  feel  the  same  loss,  and  sing  it  for 
through,  caught  her  ear  :  she  myself.  But  it  is  the  Lord  that 
came  forward,  somewhat  startled,  hath  done  it,  and  I  desire  to  sub- 
and  said,  “  Who  is  there  ?” —  mit  to  his  will.” 

“  One,”  replied  1,  “  that  can  feel  “  Did  your  parents  bring  you 
for  the  fatherless,  and  pity  the  up  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  the 
orphan’s  woes.  Do  not  be  afraid,  knowledge  of  his  blessed  Gos- 
but  tell  me,  whether  the  w  ords  I  pel  ?” 

you  have  been  singing,  are  ap-l  “  OIi !  yes.  Sir,  it  was  all  their 
plicable  to  your  own  case  ?  Arc  wish  and  pains  to  do  so.  They 
vou  deprived,  by  the  providence  loved  and  feared  Go«l  themselves, 
of  God,  of  your  own  parents  ?”  and  they  diii  ail  that  lay  in  their 
Bursting  into  tears,  she  said,  power  to  teach  me  to  do  so 
‘‘  Indeed,  Sir,  I  have  lost  them, too.” 
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“  And  I  hope  from  what  you 
say,”  added  I,  “  that  their  in- 1 
atnictions  have  not  been  in  vain. 
You  can  read,  and  know  the 
value  of  God’s  word.” 

“  I  hope  I  do.  Sir  :  I  have 
learned  from  it,  how  good  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  to  sinners.  Poor, 
friendless,  and  distressed  as  I  am, 
1  would  not  part  with  the  hope, 
which  the  word  of  God  gives  me, 
for  all  the  world.  My  mother 

told  me - ”  (Here  she  with 

difficulty  went  on) — “  My  mother 
told  me,  a  little  before  she  died, 
that  she  had  nothing  to  leave  me 
but  a  blessing,  a  Bible,  and  the 
prayers  which  she  had  been  offer¬ 
ing  up  for  me,  ever  since  1  was 
born.  But,  she  said,  that  is 
enough,  if  God  is  but  pleased  to 
accept  them.”  Indeed,  Sir,  you 
cannot  think  what  a  dear  good 
mother  I  have  lost.  And  now  1 ' 
am  obliged  to  live  with  some 
neighbours,  who  use  me  veryi 
hardly,  and  force  me  to  work! 
beyond  my  strength  to  get  bread 
to  eat.  Sir,  1  have  now  no  father 
nor  mother  to  take  care  of  me, 


feel  for  my  difficulties,  and  teach  j 
me  the  ways  of  God,  as  they  used 
to  do.  I  am  young  and  inexpe-i 
rienced :  and  I  am  afraid  lest,! 
without  a  guide,  I  should  fall  into 
errors  and  snares,  which  their 
kind  care  might  have  prevented.” 

“  Let  this  be  your  comfort,”  I 
replied,  “  when  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  forsake  you,  then  the  Lord 
will  take  you  up.  For  God  is 
the  helper  of  the  fatherless,  and  j 
has  given  an  encouraging  promise! 
to  the  believing  parent,  that  he! 
may  leave  his  fatherless  chil-| 
dren,  and  God  will  preserve 
them  alive.” 

“  Those,”  said  the  girl,  looking 
up  with  great  earnestness,  “  were  j 
the  last  words  my  dear  mother 


spoke  to  me ;  I  can  never  forget 
them.” 

“  And  do  you  not  believe,”  re¬ 
plied  1,  “  that  in  God  the  father¬ 
less  lind  mercy  ?” 

“  I  do.  Sir,”  answered  she, 
“  and  am  persutaded  that  he  will 
neither  leave  me,  nor  forsake  me. 

I  know  I  am  a  sinner,  and,  as 
such,  deserve  only  his  displea¬ 
sure,  but,  through  his  grace,  1  can 
trust  his  word.  Weak,  helpless, 
and  sinful,  as  I  feel  myself  to  be, 
I  nevertheless  desire  to  cast  my 
burthen  upon  him,  and  believe 
that  he  will  sustain  me.” 

,  “  And  is  it  your  heart’s  desire 
to  be  a  follower  of  these  good 
parents,  who,  through  faith,  in¬ 
herit  the  promises,  and  are  now 
at  rest  with  God  ?” 

“  Sir,”  replied  the  girl,  with 
the  most  affecting  solemnity  of 
manner  ;  to  live  as  they  lived, 
and  to  die  as  they  died,  is  the 
first  wish  1  have  in  this  world.” 

Highly  pleased  with  the  strong 
marks  of  filial  piety  and  dutiful 
atiection,  which  this  interesting 
young  person  manifested,  1  asked 
her  what  prospects  she  had  for 
her  livelihood  :  She  said,  “  Her 
wish  was  to  enter  into  the  service 
of  some  pious  family,  if  the  good¬ 
ness  of  God  should  lead  her  into 
such  a  situation.” 

I  was  strongly  prepossessed 
with  the  simple  and  unaffected 
declaration  of  her  sentiments, 
and  viewed  the  circumstances  of 
my  seemingly  accidental  meeting 
with  her,  as  a  providential  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  renderins:  a  service  to  a 
young  and  unprotected  girl  ;  I 
therefore  offered  her  a  servant’s 
place  in  my  own  family,  to  assist 
in  the  nursery,  being  convinced 
that  a  child,  so  dutiful  as  she  had 
been  to  her  owm  parents,  was  the 
most  suitable  companion  and  at- 
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tcndanl,  whom  f  could  select  for 
?ny  own  little  ones.  I  assured 
her  of  the  friendship  and  parental 
protection  w'hich  her  circum¬ 
stances  and  conduct  so  justly  en¬ 
titled  her  to. 

She  expressed  her  gratitude  in 
the  properest  manner,  and  refer¬ 
red  me  to  the  clergyman  of  the 
parish,  for  any  inquiries  1  might 
wish  to  make  respecting  her. 

Instead  of  returning  home,  I 
took  up  my  lodging  tor  that  night 
at  the  little  village  inn,  and  the 
next  morning  obtained  the  most 
satisfactory  accounts  of  the  girl. 

She  has  now  lived  three  years 
in  mv  family,  and  conducted  her- 
self  as  a  most  faithful,  alTectionate, 
and  grateful  servant.  Twice  in 
the  year  1  have  indulged  her  with 
the  desired  and  most  acceptable 
permission  of  going  to  her  native 
place,  to  visit  her  parents’  graves, 
and,  1  am  persuaded,  it  has  been 
attended  with  the  happiest  effect 
on  her  disposition  and  conduct. 
She  honoured  them  when  living: 
and  when  dead,  she  reveres  their 
memory.  The  principles  of  true 
religion  have  taken  deep  root  in 
her  heart,  and  she  is  a  living  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  power  and  grace  of 
Christ.  In  him  alone  she  evident¬ 
ly  rests  her  whole  hope,  and 
accompanies  it  with  an  humble, 
modest,  and  grateful  behaviour. 

I  often  retlect  on  the  interest¬ 
ing  scene  which  the  village 
churchyard  tirst  presented  :  and 
as  often  rejoice  in  thinking,  that 
the  fatlierless  has  found  a  father, 
and  the  orphan’s  w'oes  have  been 
pitied  and  relieved. 


A  VISIT  TO  THE  INFIR!tfARY. 

]  went  a  few  months  since  to 
visit  a  parishioner,  then  iri  the 
VoL.  JI....N0.  5, 


county  infirmary,  within  some 
miles  of  which  1  reside,  and  was 
informed  that  in  an  adjoining 
ward  there  lay  a  v'ery  good  old 
man,  confined  by  a  morlificatiou 
in  his  foot,  who  w  ould  take  parti¬ 
cular  satisfaction  in  anv  Christian 
conversation,  which  my  time 
would  allow  me  to  afford  him. 

The  nurse  conducted  me  into 
a  room,  where  I  found  him  alone 
on  a  bed.  The  character  of 
his  countenance  was  venerable, 
cheerful,  contented,  and  pious. 
His  hoary  hairs  proclaimed  him 
to  be  aged,  although  the  liveliness 
iin  his  eye  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
most  vigorous  youth. 

“  How  are  you,  my  friend?" 

I  said. 

“  V*ery  well,  Sir,  very  well. 
Never  better  in  all  my  life. 
Thank  God  for  all  his  mercies 
replied  the  man,  with  so  cheerful 
a  tone  of  voice,  as  at  once  sur¬ 
prised  and  delighted  me. 

“  Very  well  ?  How  so  ?  I 
thought,  from  what  I  heard,  you 
were  in  much  pain  and  weak¬ 
ness  ?”  said  I. 

“  Yes,  Sir,  that  is  true  :  but  1 
am  very  well  for  all  that.  For 
God  is  so  good  to  my  soul  ;  and 
he  provides  every  thing  needful 
for  my  body.  The  people  in 
the  house  are  very  kind ;  and 
friends  come  to  see  me,  and  talk 
and  pray  with  me.  Sir,  I  want 
nothing,  but  more  grace,  to  praise 
I  the  Lord  for  all  his  goodness.” 

“  Why,  my  friend,  you  are  an 
old  pilgrim,  and  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  you  have  learned  thankful¬ 
ness,  as  you  travel  through  the 
wilderuess.” 

“  Thankfulness  1”  quickly  re¬ 
turned  he  ;  “  No,  Sir  :  1  never 
did  thank  the  Lord,  I  never  could 
■thank  him  ;  no,  nor  I  never  shall 
thank,  him,  as  I  ought,  till  1  get. 
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to  glory.  And  then — O  !  then — 
how  I  will  thank  him  for  what  he 
has  done  for  me.*'  Tears  of  af¬ 
fection  filled  his  eyes,  as  he 
spoke. 

“  What  a  good  Master  you 
serve,*’  1  added. 

“  Av,  Sir,  if  the  servant  was 
but  as  good  as  the  Master.  But 
here  I  am,  a  poor  old  sinner, 
deserving  nothing,  and  receiving 
every  thing  which  1  need.  Sir,  I 
want  nothing,  but  more  grace,  to 
serve  him  better.  I  lie  here  on 
this  bed,  and  pray  and  sing  by 
night  and  day.  Sir,  you  must  let 
me  sing  you  my  hymn,  I  always 
begin  it  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  it  keeps  my  spirits 
alive  all  the  day  through.” 

Without  waiting  for  my  reply, 
ne  raised  himself  up,  and  in  an 
aged  and  broken,  but  very  aft'ect- 
ing  tone  of  voice,  he  sang  tw  o  or 
three  verses,  expressive  of  God’s 
goodness  to  him,  and  his  own  de¬ 
sire  to  live  to  God’s  glory.  The 
simplicity,  serenity,  and  heartfelt 
consolation,  with  which  this  vene- ! 
rable  disciple  went  through  it, 
gave  a  colouring  to  the  whole, 
and  left  an  impression  on  ray 
mind,  which  it  would  be  impossi¬ 
ble  to  convey  to  the  reader. 

As  soon  as  he  had  finished  his 
hymn,  he  said,  “  Do  not  be  of¬ 
fended,  Sir,  at  my  boldness  :  you 
love  the  Lord  too,  I  hope  ;  and 
then  1  am  sure  you  won’t  be 
angry  to  hear  me  praise  him. — 
But  now,  Sir,  talk  to  me  about 
Jesus  Christ.  You  are  his  Minis¬ 
ter,  and  he  has  sent  you  here  to¬ 
day  to  see  a  poor  unworthy  soul, 
that  does  not  deserve  the  least  of 
his  mercies.  Talk  to  me.  Sir,  if 
you  please,  about  Jesus  Christ.” 

“  Neither  you,  nor  I,  are  able 
to  talk  of  him,  as  we  ought,”  I 
answered  :  “  and  yet,  if  w  e  were 


to  hold  our  peace,  the  very  stones 
would  cry  out.” 

Ay,  and  well  they  might. 
Sir,  cry  shame,  shame  upon  us, 
if  we  refused  to  speak  of  his 
goodness  said  the  old  man. 

“  Jesus  Christ,”  I  continued, 
“  is  a  sure  refuge,  and  a  present 
help  in  time  of  trouble.” 

“  That’s  right.  Sir,  «o  he  is.” 

“  Jesus  Christ  has  taken  care 
of  you,  and  watched  over  you  all 
the  days  of  your  life,  and  he  will 
be  your  guide  and  portion  in 
death.” 

“  Thai’s  right  again,  Sir,  so  he 
will.” 

“  You  have  committed  your 
soul  into  his  keeping  long  since, 
have  you  not  ?” 

“  Above  forty  years  ago,  Sir  ; 
above  forty  years  ago,  (when  1 
first  used  to  hear  good  Mr.  V  enn, 
and  Mr.  Berridge,)  he  came  to 
seek  and  to  save  me,  a  vile  sinner, 
who  deserved  nothing  hfit  his 
WTatli.  I  can  never  praise  him 
enough,” 

“  Well,  my  friend,  and  this 
very  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  w  hom 
you  love,  and  in  whom  you  trust, 
lived  for  you,  and  died  for  you  ; 
he  rose  again  for  you,  and  has 
sanctified  you  by  his  Holy  Spirit, 
and  now  lives  to  make  daily  in¬ 
tercession  for  you  ;  and  having 
done  all  this,  do  vou  think  he 
will  leave  you  to  perish  at 
last  ?” 

“  No,  Sir,”  said  the  old  man, 
“  faithful  is  he  that  hath  pro¬ 
mised,  and  will  do  it.  Mine,  alack, 
is  a  changing  heart,  but  he  chang- 
eth  not.  I  believe  that  he  hath 
laid  up  a  crown  of  glory  for  me  ; 
and  though  the  old  enemy  of  souls 
sometimes  tells  me  I  shan’t  have 
it,  1  believe  in  Christ  sooner  than 
in  him,  and  1  trust  I  shall  have  it 
at  last.” 
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“  And  do  you  not  find  by  ex¬ 
perience,-*  I  added,  “  that  his 
yoke  is  easy,  and  his  burthen 
light  ?  His  commandments  are 
not  grievous,  are  they  ?” 

“  No,  Sir,  no  :  it  is  a  man’s 
meat  and  drink,  if  he  loves  the 
Lord,  to  do  what  he  bids  him.” 

“  Where  were  you,  before  you 
came  into  this  infirmary  ?” 

“In  the  parish  workhouse  at 
S - 

“  Have  you  a  wife  ?” 

“  She  died  some  years  since, 
and  got  to  her  heavenly  home 
before  me  ?” 

“  Have  you  any  children  ?” 

“  Yes,  Sir,  I  have  two  sons 
married,  and  settled  in  the  world 
with  families.  One  of  them  has 
been  here  to  see  me  lately,  and  I 
hope  he  is  in  a  good  way  for  his 
own  soul,  and  brings  up  his  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  fear  of  God.” 

“  Have  you  any  worldly  cares 
upon  your  mind  ?” 

“  JVot  one.  Sir.  I  am  come  to 
this  house,  I  plainly  see,  to  end 
my  days  ;  for  this  mortification  in 
my  leg  must,  before  it  be  very 
long,  bring  me  to  the  grave.  And 
I  am  quite  willing.  Sir,  to  go,  or 
to  wait  the  Lord’s  own  time.  I 
want  nothing.  Sir,  but  more  grace 
to  praise  him.”  Which  last 
words  he  often  repeated  in  the 
course  of  the  conversation. 

“  You  have  reason,”  I  said, 

to  feel  thankful  that  there  is 
such  a  house  as  this,  for  poor 
and  sick  people  to  be  brought  to, 
both  for  food,  lodging,  and  medi¬ 
cine.” 

“  That  1  have  indeed.  Sir ;  it 
is  a  house  of  mercies  to  me,  and 
1  am  ashamed  to  hear,  how  un¬ 
thankful  many  of  the  patients 
seem  to  be  for  the  benefits  which 
the  Lord  provides  for  them  here. 
But,  poor  creatures,  they  neither 


know  nor  love  him.  The  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  them,  and  show 
them  the  right  way.  I  should 
never  have  known  that  good  vvay, 
Sir,  if  he  had  not  taken  compas¬ 
sion  upon  me,  when  I  had  none 
upon  myself.”  Tears  ran  down 
his  aged  cheeks,  as  he  spoke 
these  last  words.  Here,  thought 
I,  is  a  poor  man,  that  is  very 
rich,  and  a  weak  man,  that  is 
very  strong. 

At  this  moment  the  nurse 
brought  in  his  dinner. 

“  There,  Sir,  you  see,  more 
and  more  mercies  1  The  Lord 
takes  care  of  me,  and  sends  me 
plenty  of  food  for  this  poor  old 
worn-out  body.” 

“  And  yet,”  said  I,  “  that  poor 
old  worn-out  body  will  one  day 
be  renewed  and  become  a  glori¬ 
fied  body,  and  live  along  with 
your  soul  in  the  presence  of  God 
for  ever.” 

“  That’s  right,  Sir,”  said  the 
good  old  man,  “  so  it  will:” 

‘  though  after  my  skin  worms  de¬ 
stroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh 
shall  I  see  God.”  “  But  come. 
Sir,”  seeing  me  look  at  my  watch, 
“  you  must  speak  a  word  to  your 
Master,  if  you  please,  as  well  as 
for  him.  I  will  put  down  my 
dinner,  while  you  pray  with  me.” 

1  did  so,  the  man  often  adding 
his  confirmation  of  what  I  offered 
up,  by  voice,  gesture,  and  coun¬ 
tenance,  in  a  manner  highly  ex¬ 
pressive  of  the  agreement  of  his 
heart,  with  the  language  of  the 
pr.ayer. 

Having  ended,  he  said,  “  God 
be  with  you.  Sir,  and  bless  your 
labours  to  many  poor  souls :  1 
hope  you  will  come  to  see  me 
again,  if  my  life  be  spared.  1 
am  so  glad  to  sec  those  wdio  will 
talk  to  me  about  Jesus  Christ, 
and  his  precious  salvation.” 
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I  replied,  “  Mny  the  God  of  dtscovery  of  a  murder. 
Abrnhnm,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  who 

can icd  them  through  the  days  of;  The  truth  of  this  relation  is 
their  pilgrimage,  and  brought  j  unquesiionahle  ;  it  was  give  n  by 
then,  safe  to  a  city  which  hath  Uhe  clergyman  of  the  place  where 
Ibundations,  bring  you  there  too,  it  happened,  and  many  people 
and  bless  you  ail  the  remaining  there  I'en.ember  very  particu- 
days  of  your  journey  till  you  get  larly  every  minute  circumstance 
home.  I  am  going  to  see  several  of  it. 

serious  friends  this  evening,  who  xVbout  the  year  1760,  John 
would  be  gla«l,  1  know,  lo  receive  Andrew  Gordier,  a  gentictnan  of 
a  message  froni  one,  who  has  French  extraction,  and  consider- 
had  so  much  experience  of  a  able  fortune,  in  the  islaiui  of  Jer- 
Saviofir's  mercies.  What  shall  I  sey,  was  upon  the  point  of  morry- 
say  to  them  ing  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy 

“  Tell  them,  Sir.  with  my  merchant  of  Guernsey  ;  but,  on 
Christian  love  and  respects,  that  r.  sudden,  he  was  lost  to  his  friends 
you  have  been  to  see  a  poor  and  relations,  as  well  as  to  the 
dyins  old  man,  who  wants  nothing  lady  w  ho  was  to  have  been  his 
at  all  in  thi«  w’orld,  but  more  bride  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
grace  to  praise  the  Lord  with."  most-  dilisent  inquiry  in  both 

i  islands,  with  every  possible 
So  ended  our  first  interview,  search  that  could  be  made,  not 
I  could  not  help  reflecting,  as  1  the  least  intelligence  could  be 
relurred  homew  ards,  that  as  the  obtained  either  of  his  death  or  of 
object  of  my  journey  to  the  in- 1  his  retreat. 

hrmary  had  been  to  carry  in-t  It  happened,  however,  that 
struction  and  consolation  myself  after  a  time,  w’hen  all  discourse 
to  the  poor  and  the  sick  ;  so  the  xoncerning  him  had  subsided,  his 
poor  and  the  sick  w.as  made  in-jhody  was  accidentally  found  in 
strumental  to'  the  conveying  of  Guernsey,  by  some  boys,  in  tra- 
both  instruction  and  consolation  versing  the  beach,  with  two 
to  my  owm  heart  in  a  veix  supe-  wounds  on  the  hack,  and  one  on 
l  ior  degree.  !the  head,  thrust  into  the  cavity  of 

I  a  rock,  whose  mouth  w  as  so  small 
I  saw’  him  four  or  five  times  that  it  must  have  been  with  difli- 
afteruard.  and  always  found  Iiim|cnltv  that  the  body  could  be 
in  the  same  hajipy,  patient, ; thrust  into  it.  This  discovery, 
thankful,  and  edifying  state  of,  with  those  evident  proofs  of  mur- 
mind  and  conversation.  The  last  der,  alarmed  the  two  families; 
time  1  was  with  him,  lie  said,  the  former  inquiries  wxre  in  vain 
Sir,  1  long  to  be  at  my  heaven-  renewed  ;  not  the  least  light 
ly  home,  but  I  am  willing  to  could  be  gathered  to  trace  out 
remain  a  traveller,  as  long  as  my  the  murderer  ;  and  all  tlial  could 
J.ord  and  Master  secs  good.*’  ibe  done  was  lo  pav  the  lust  duty 

to  the  remains  of  the  iinfurtunate 
He  died  not  long  after  my  last  youth,  by  solemnizing  his  funeral 
sight  of  him,  in  the  steadfast  as- [with  all  the  marks  of  unalfccted 
surnnee  of  faith,  and  with  a  hope  .‘sorrow’.  The  mother  ol  the 
full  of  immortality.  I  voung  gentleman  remained  incon- 
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soluble  :  and  the  lady,  to  whom  he  : 
was  soon  to  have  been  wedded, 
pined  in  secret  for  the  loss  of  the 
only  man  in  the  world  whom  she 
could  love.  She  was,  indeed, 
courted  by  a  young  merchant;  but 
though  she  was  in  a  manner  con¬ 
strained  by  her  parents  to  admit 
bis  addresses,  she  was  inwardly 
resolved  never  to  give  him  her 
band.  The  mother  ofGordier,who 
never  ceased  to  runuLiate  on  the 
sad  catastrophe  which  bad  befallen 
her  son,  was  not  a  little  solicitous 
for  the  wellare  of  the  young  lady, 
whom  she  looked  upon  as  her 
daugbter-in-luw,  and  whom  she 
regarded  with  the  greater  ten¬ 
derness,  as  she  heard  how  se¬ 
verely  she  was  affected  by  the 
sudden  disappearance  of  her  in¬ 
tended  husband. 

Some  years  afterward,  being 
told  that  the  young  lady’s  life  was 
in  danger,  she  resolved  to  cross 
the  sea  that  divides  the  islands, 
in  order  to  afford  her  every  con¬ 
solation  in  her  power,  by  condol¬ 
ing  with  her,  sharing  her  griefs, 
and  thereby  endeavouring  to  alle- 
A  iate  the  sorrows  of  her  heart. 
As  attendants  on  her  voyage,  Mrs. 
(lorclier  took  with  her  a  beloved 
brother  and  her  only  surviving 
son.  When  they  arrived,  they 
were  advised  by  the  apothecary 
who  attended  the  young  lady,  not 
to  sui^prise  her  by  an  unlooked- 
for  visit,  till  she  was  prepared  by 
degrees  to  receive  it ;  but,  not- 
Aviihstanding  all  the  care  that  was 
taken,  the  sight  of  the  mother 
brouglit  to  her  mind  the  full  rc- 
m(*rnbrance  of  the  son,  ami  the 
shock  was  too  groat  for  her  weak 
spirits  to  bear,  ^she  fainted  upon 
the  first  approach  of  31  rs.  Gor- 
dier,  and  it  was  with  difficulty 
that  she  was  brought  to  herself. 
'The  motlicr  was  curious  to  know 


every  little  circumstance  that  at¬ 
tended  the  last  interview  of  the 
two  lovers,  and  of  all  that  had 
passed  since  the  discovery  of  the 
murder  of  hei  son  ;  and  the  young 
dady  was  no  less  earnest  to  pro- 
dong  the  conversation  ;  but  her 
hts  returned  at  almost  every  pe¬ 
riod,  and  she  could  only  say  how 
;  tenderly  they  parted,  and  with 
I  what  ardency  she  expected  his 
i  promised  return  the  next  day.  It 
I  was  no  small  concern  to  the  af- 
I  dieted  mother  to  see  the  poor 
jlady  in  this  weak  state,  dying,  as 
she  plainly  perceived  she  w^as,  of 
a  broken  heart ;  and  the  company 
present  could  not  forbear  vehe¬ 
ment  execrations  against  the  au¬ 
thor  of  this  double  distress.  Mrs. 
Gordier,  all  on  a  sudden,  burst 
into  a  flood  of  tears,  on  seeing  a 
jewel  pendant  to  the  joung  lady’s 
w’atch,  which  she  knew  her  son 
had  purchased  as  a  present  to 
her  before  he  leff  the  island  of 
Jersey.  The  violence  of  her 
grief  was  observed  by  the  young 
lady,  who  had  just  spirits  enough 
to  ask  her  the  immediate  cause. 
Being  told  that  the  sight  of  the 
'jewel,  the  presentation  of  which 
jto  his  beloved  bride,  was  to  be 
the  pledge  of  their  mutual  happi- 
;ness,  revived  in  her  mind  her 

•  irreparable  loss;  the  young  lady 
iwas  seemingly  sirnck  with  horror 
land  astonishment  at  the  declara- 
Ition,  and  touching  the  jewel,  ns 
I  with  an  expression  of  contempt, 

•  sunk  into  the  aims  of  her  weep* 
iing  visiter;  ami,  without  uttering 
ia  single  word,  except  only 
|cl — e — r — ,  breathed  her  last. 
I  The  manner  of  her  expiring 
seemed  to  involve  a  mystery.  All 
I  present  were  astonished.  The 
confusion  which  her  death  occa¬ 
sioned,  stopped,  for  some  time, 
all  further  utterance  ;  but,  whert 


214 


EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN 


every  meaas  had  been  used  to 
restore  her,  without  being  able  to 
bring  her  to  life,  and,  when  the 
effusions  of  sorrow  poured  forth 
at  her  death,  had  for  awhile 
ceased,  all  that  were  present  be¬ 
gan  to  speak  what  they  thought 
of  her  behaviour  in  her  last  dy¬ 
ing  moments.  Mrs.  Gordier,  who 
was  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
soft  and  delicate  temper  of  the 
deceased,  could  not  help  drop¬ 
ping  some  unfavourable  expres¬ 
sions  concerning  her  manner  of 
leaving  the  world,  which,  she 
thought,  plainlj^  enough  indicated 
a  knowledge  of  the  murder.  Her 
own  parents,  who  were  present 
at  this  last  afflicting  scene,  tired 
with  indignation  at  the  insult  of¬ 
fered  to  the  unspotted  innocence 
of  their  darling  child,  could  not 
help  resenting  the  ungenerous 
interpretation  put  upon  the  clos¬ 
ing  scene  of  her  blameless  life. 
A  scene  of  trouble  and  mutual 
reproach  ensued,  which  it  is  easier 
to  conceive  than  to  relate.  When 
the  commotion,  however,  w'as  a 
little  abated,  and  reason  began  to 
take  place  of  passion,  the  friends 
of  both  families  very  cordially 
interposed,  and  endeavoured  to 
reconcile  the  mothers  by  a  cool 
examination  of  the  circumstances 
that  occasioned  the  unseasonable 
heat. 

Young  Mr.  Gordier  recollected 
that  he  had  heard  his  brother  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  jewel  in  question 
was  to  have  been  presented  to 
his  bride  on  her  wedding-day  ; 
and,  therefore,  as  that  had  never 
happened,  his  mother  might  be 
justified  in  her  suspicions ;  though, 
perhaps,  the  lady  might  be  in¬ 
nocent.  The  sister  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  calmly  replied,  that  she 
believed  that  the  warmth  which 
had  happened  was  founded  on  a 


mistake,  which  she  thought  her¬ 
self  happy  in  being  able  to  cor¬ 
rect.  “  The  jewel,”  she  said, 
“  which  her  sister  wore,  was  not 
presented  to  her  by  Mr.  Gordier, 
but  was  a  present  to  her  some 
years  after  his  unhappy  death,  by 
Mr.  Galliard,  a  very  respectable 
merchant  in  Jersey,  who  had 
very  assiduously  paid  his  ad¬ 
dresses  to  her,  encouraged  so  to 
do,  from  a  view,  if  possible,  to 
relieve  her  mind,  by  diverting 
her  affections  to  a  new  object ; 
that,  as  many  jewels  have  the 
same  appearance,  that  purchased 
by  Mr.  Gordier  and  that  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mr.  Galliard,  might 
probably  not  be  the  same.  Mrs. 
Gordier  very  readily  acquiesced  ; 
and,  having  had  time  to  recover 
her  temper,  fell  again  into  tears, 
and  in  the  most  afi'ecting  manner 
apologized  for  her  late  indiscre¬ 
tion  ;  adding,  at  the  same  time, 
that  if  it  was  the  jewel  purchased 
by  her  son,  his  picture  was  art¬ 
fully  concealed  within  it,  which, 
by  opening,  would  put  the  matter 
beyond  a  doubt.  Neither  the 
sister  nor  any  of  the  family  had 
ever  seen  it  opened,  and  knew 
nothing  of  such  a  contrivance. 
Young  Gordier  in  a  moment 
touched  a  secret  spring,  and 
presented  to  the  company  the 
miniature  inclosed,  most  beauti¬ 
fully  enriched.  The  cousterna- 
tion  was  now  equal  to  the  disco¬ 
very.  The  mystery  was  unra¬ 
velled.  It  was  instantly  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  horror  of  the 
murder  must  have  struck  the  de¬ 
ceased,  and  the  detestation  of  the 
murderer  overcame  her.  The 
contempt  with  which  she  wanted 
to  spurn  the  jew’el  from  her,  and 
her  desire  to  declare  from  whom 
she  had  it ;  all  these  circumstances 
concurred  to  lix  the  murder  of» 
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3Ir.  Galliard,  who  having  been  |  son.  The  old  lady,  on  his  enter- 
fbnnerly  her  father’s  clerk,  the  i  ing  the  room,  in  the  vehemence 
last  word  she  attempted  to  utter  i  of  passion,  charged  him  abruptly 
was  now  interpreted  to  mean  the  with  the  murder  of  her  son.  Mr. 
cl — e — r — k.  The  clergyman,  Galliard  made  answer  coolly,  that 
who  was  present,  and  w  ho  gave  Undeed  he  well  knew  her  son,  but 
this  relation,  being  the  common  I  had  not  seen  him  for  many  days 
friend  of  Galliard  and  of  the  farni- 1  before  the  day  of  his  disappear- 
ly  where  he  now  was,  advised,  ance,  being  then  out  of  the  island 
moderation  and  temper  in  the  upon  business,  as  the  family  in 
pursuit  of  justice.  Many  cir-  w’hose  house  he  now  was,  could 
cumstances,  he  said,  may  concur  attest.  “  But  this  jewel,”  said 
to  entangle  innocence  in  guilt ;  the  mother,  (showing  him  the 
and  he  hoped,  for  the  honour  ofj jewel,  open  as  it  was)  “  is  an  in¬ 
human  nature,  that  a  gentleman  |  contestable  proof  of  your  guilt; 
of  so  fair  a  character  as  Mr.  Gai- 1  you  gave  the  deceased  this  jewel, 
Hard,  could  never  be  guilty  ol  soj  which  was  purchased  by  my  son, 
foul  a  crime;  be  therefore  wished  i  and  was  in  bis  possession  at  the 
that  he  might  be  sent  for  on  tne  I  time  of  his  death.”  He  denied 
present  melancholy  occasion,  ra-  ever  seeing  the  jewel.  The  sis- 
thcr  us  a  mourner  than  as  a  mur- 1  ter  of  the  deceased  then  con- 
derer,  by  which  means  the  charge  fronted  him  ;  and  taking  it  in  her 
might  be  brought  on  by  degrees  ;  hand  and  closing  it,  “  This  jewel 
and  then,  if  innocent,  as  he  hoped  (said  she)  you  gave  to  my  sister 
he  would  appear,  his  character  in  my  presence,  on  such  a  day, 
would  stand  fair ;  if  guilty,  care  (naming  the  time  and  place) 
should  be  taken  that  he  should  pressed  her  to  accept  it,  she  re- 
not  escape.  He  added,  in  sup-  fused  it,  you  pressed  her  again, 
port  of  his  counsel,  that  a  man!  she  returned  it,  and  was  not  pre- 
once  publicly  charged  with  mur-i  vailed  on  to  take  it  until  I  placed 
der,  upon  circumstances  strong  it  to  her  watch,  and  persuaded 
as  the  present  appeared,  though;  her  to  wear  it.”  He  now  betrayed 
his  innocence  might  be  clear  as  j  some  signs  of  guilt,  but  looking 
the  sun  at  noon-day,  to  those  |  upon  it  when  it  was  closed,  he 
who  examined  him,  yet  would  j  owned  the  giving  it,  and,  present- 
never  again  be  able  to  redeem  ly  recollecting  himself,  said  he 
his  character  with  the  world,  let  |  knew  it  not  in  the  form  it  was 
his  whole  life  after  he  ever  so  Hrst  presented  to  him.  ‘  But  this 
irreproachable.  trinket  (said  he)  I  purchased  of 

The  greatest  part  of  the  com-  Levi,  the  Jew,  whom  you  all 
pany  seemed  to  approve  of  his  i  know',  and  wIjo  has  travelled  these 
counsel  and  reasons;  but  it  was  j  islands  for  more  than  twenty 
visible  by  the  countenance  of  years.  He,  no  doubt,  can  tell 
Mrs.  Gordicr,  that  she,  in  her  how  he  came  by  it.’  The  cler- 
mind,  had  prejudged  him  guilty,  gy man  now  thought  himself  happy 
However,  in  conformity  to  the  in  the  counsel  he  had  given  ;  and, 
advice  that  had  been  given,  Mr.  addressing  himself  to  Mrs.  Gor- 
Galliard  was  sent  for]  and  in  a  dier,  “  I  hope,  madam,  you  will 
few  hours  the  messenger  return-  now'  be  patient  till  the  affair  has 
ed,  accompanied  by  him  in  per-  had  a  full  hearing  ;  Mr.  Galliard 
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is  clear  in  his  jn^tiricatloii  ;  anti 
the  Jew  only,  at  present,  appears 
to  be  the  guilty  pei'son  ;  lie  is 
now  in  the  island,  anil  shall  sooti 
he  apprehended.’  The  old  lady 
was  again  calm,  and  forced  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  her  rashness,  owing, 
as  she  said,  to  the  impetuosity  of 
her  temper,  and  to  the  occasion 
that  produced  it.  She  concluded, 
i\ith  begging  pardon  of  Gailiard, 
whom  she  thought  she  had  injur¬ 
ed.  Gailiard  triumphed  in  his 
innocence,  hoped  the  lady  would 
be  careful  of  what  she  said,  and 
threatened,  if  his  character  suf¬ 
fered  by  the  charge,  to  refer  the 
injury  to  the  decision  of  the  law. 
He  lamented  the  sudden  death  of 
the  unfortunate  young  lady,  and 
melted  into  tears  when  he  ap¬ 
proached  her  bed.  He  took  his 
leave,  after  some  hours  stay,  with 
becoming  decency  ;  and  every 
one,  even  the  mother  of  (he  mur-| 
dered  youth,  pronounced  him  in- i 
nocent.  ,  ' 

It  w’as  some  days  before  the 
Jew  was  found  ;  but  when  the 
news  was  spread,  that  the  Jew’ 
was  in  custody  who  had  mur¬ 
dered  young  Gordier,  remorse, 
and  the  fear  of  ])nblic  shame, 
seized  Gailiard,  and  the  night 
preceding  the  day  on  which  he 
was  to  have  confronted  the  Jew’ 
before  a  magistrate,  he  wms  found 
dead,  with  a  l.doody  penknife  in 
his  hand,  wherewith  he  had  stab¬ 
bed  himself  in  tlirec  places,  (wo 
of  which  were  niortal.  A  let(er 
w'as  found  on  the  table  in  his 
room,  acknowledginghis  guilt,  and 
concluding  with  these  remarkable  I 
words  :  “  None  but  those  w  ho 
have  exper  ienced  the  furious  im¬ 
pulse  of  ungovernable  love,  will 
pardon  the  crime  whicri  I  have 
committed,  in  order  to  obtain  the; 
ii;comparab!e  object  by  wiiorn  rny ' 


passions  were  inflamed.  Buf 
thou,  Father  of  mercies!  who 
implanted  in  my  soul  those  strong 
desires,  wilt  forgive  orre  rash  at¬ 
tempt  to  accomplish  my  deter¬ 
mined  purpose,  in  opposition,  a? 
it  should  seem,  to  thy  Almighty 
Providence !”  What  infatuated 
language  is  this !  O,  how  the 
g^d  of  this  w’orld  blinds  the  eyes 
of  the  children  of  disobedience  ! 
Surely  this  tragic  story  confirms 
the  doctrine  of  an  universal  and 
overruling  Providence  !  Surely, 
even  an  intklel  must,  in  this  mat¬ 
ter,  see  ihe^fingei'  of  God !  May 
every  one  that  reads  this,  adore 
the  God  of  Providence — reve¬ 
rence  his  authority — obey  his 
laws,  and  trust  in  him  for  all 
things !  Amen. 


CURIOUS  METHOD  OF  REFUTING  A 
POPISH  PRIEST. 

King  James  the  Second  hearing 
that  the  Duke  of  Kuckingham  was 
somew'hat  out  of  order,  thought 
that  a  proper  season  for  working 
upon  his  credulity,  and  making  a 
convert  of  him  to  Popery  ;  and 
accordingly  sent  Fitzgerald,  an 
Irish  priest,  to  him,  to  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  J'ho  Duke,  w  ho  had  been 
apprized  of  the  intended  visit,  as 
also  of  the  motive  to  it,  and  was 
consequently  prepared  I’or  the 
reception  of  the  priest,  was  no 
sooner  inl’orrncd  of  his  arrival, 
than  he  gave  orders  fur  his  intro¬ 
duction  with  great  ceremony, 
w  hich  the  father  thought  an  happy 
omen  ;  and  the  usual  compliments 
having  been  passed,  he  desired 
him  to  sit  down.  An  inquiry  into 
the  Duke's  health  followed  then 
of  course;  and  ho  owning  himself 
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indisposed,  the  father,  after  ex- 1  what?'’  answers  the  Duke: 
prr'ssirifi;  himself  greatly  con- i‘‘ What  objection  liavc  you  against 
cerned  about  his  future  welfire, ;  him  ?  you  certainly  have  not  suf- 
declared  the  design  of  his  coming,  ficiently  observed  him.”  “Ah!  my 
and  hy  whose  order  he  came,  lord,”  replies  the  father,  “  do  not 
His  Grace  pretended  great  will-lyou  see  that  it  is  but  a  cork  ?  and 
ingness  to  be  better  instructed,  jdo  you  not  know’,  that  you  took  it 
if  he  was  in  any  error  ;  but  de-jbut  a  few  minutes  ago  out  of  that 
sired  that  they  might  drink  a  glass  |  bottle  ?”  “  A  very  pretty  story, 

of  wine  together,  previous  to  j  indeed,”  says  the  Duke.  “What! 
their  entering  into  a  conference  ;  I  w’oiild  you  persuade  me  that  this 
to  which  the  ])riest  agreeing,  a | fine  coiirser,  whom  I  have  been 
bottle  was  called  for,  and  brought,  so  long  commending  and  stroking, 
Dut,  guess  tlie  poor  fathers  sur-,is  but  a  mere  cork,  and  that  I  am 
prise,  when,  after  having  drank  a  urnler  a  delusion?”  “  Nothing 
glass  or  two,  the  Duke  a  man  of  more  certain,  my  lord,”  answers 
incomparable  sense,  and  a  cede- :  the  father.  “  1  w  ould  not  be  too 
brated  wit}  taking  tlie  cork  out  of  positive  of  any  thing,”  replies  the 
the  bottle,  and  stroking  it  several  Duke  calmly  :  “  perhaps  my  ill- 
limes  with  greatgravily,  asked  liirn' ness  may  have  discomposed  me 
very  seriously,  how  he  liked  tiiat  more  than  i  am  a'ware  of:  butd- 
Jiorse.  He  was  confouncled  to  w  ish  that  you  would  convince  me 
the  last  degree  at  sucii  a  (pieslion  ;  that  I  am  mistaken.  1  say  this  is 
and  yet  more  so,  when  Hit  Grace,*  a  horse  ;  you  aiTirm  it  is  a  cork  : 
finding  him  continue  silent,  re- 1  how  do  you  prove  it  to  be  so  ?” 
peated  it  again  without  changing  “  ^  ery  easily,  my  lord  :  if  1  look 

his  countenance  in  the  lea-t ;  hut  at  it,  I  see  it  is  a  cork  ;  if  i  take 

persisting,  on  the  contrary,  in  it  in  my  hand,  I  feel  it  is  a  cork; 
stroking  the  cork,  in  calling  it  a  if  I  smell  to  it,  I  tind  it  is  but 

horse,  and  launching  into  the  cork  ;  and  if  1  bite  it  with  my 

most  extravagant  encomiums  on  teeth,  I  am  assured  that  it  is  the 
its  goodness  and  beauty  :  he  at  same  :  so  that  1  am  every  way 
last,  however,  answered,  he  found  convinced  thereof,  by  the  evi- 
His  Grace  had  a  mind  to  be  mer-  dcnce  of  all  my  senses.”  “  I  he- 
ry,  and  that  he  had  chosen  an  lieve  your  Reverence  may  be  in 
unseasonable  time,  and  he  would  the  right,'’  says  the  Duke  (as  just 
therefore  come  again,  when  His  recovering  from  a  dream)  “  but  I 
Grace  was  belter  disposed  to  hear;  am  subject  to  whims:  let  us, 
w  hat  he  had  to  offer.  Merry  1”  therefore,  talk  no  more  of  it,  but 
cries  the  Duke,  ill  a  seeming  sur- '  proceed  to  the  business  that 
prise;  ‘I'll  assure  Your  Keve-  brought  you  hitlier.” 
lence,  I  was  never  more  serious  This  was  just  what  the  father 
in  all  my  days.  Why,  is  not  Your  wanted,  and  he  accordingly  en- 
Reverence  of  the  same  opinion  ?  tered  upon  the  most  controverted 
Do  not  you  think  it  as  fine  a  steed  points  between  the  Papists  and 
as  ever  you  saw  in  your  life  ?  us  ;  when  the  Duke,  cutting  him 
What  fault  can  you  find  w  ith  it  ?”  I  sliort,  told  him,  what  was  most 
“  1  beg  Your  Cirace  would  com-  (litlicult  of  digestion  with  him  was 
pose  yourself  a  little,  and  ronsi-j  their  doctrine  of  transubstantia- 
dcr,"  .says  the  father.  “  Con.^ideri  tion  ;  and  if  he  could  but  prove 
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that  single  article,  all  the  rest 
would  soon  be  got  over.  Here¬ 
upon  the  Priest,  not  doubting  but 
he  should  soon  make  the  Duke  a 
proselyte,  enters  upon  the  com¬ 
mon  topics  used  by  all  those  of 
his  persuasion  on  such  occasions, 
insisting,  above  all,  greatly  upon 
the  words  of  consecration,  “  This 
is  my  body,”  and  “  This  is  my 
blood,”  &c.  To  all  which  the 
Duke  replied,  that  these  were 
but  figurative  expressions,  and  no 
more  to  be  understood  literally 
than  those  others,  “  1  arn  the 
vine,”  and  “  I  am  the  door  ;”  be¬ 
sides  which,  continued  he,  the 
bread  and  w^ine  still  remain  un¬ 
changed  as  before,  after  the 
words  of  consecration.  “  No,  my 
lord,”  cries  the  father,  with  hum¬ 
ble  submission,  “  there  is  only 
the  appearance  or  form  of  those 
elements  ;  for  they  are  actually 
changed  into  the  very  real  body 
and  blood.” 

“  Nay,”  says  the  Duke,  “  1 
will  convince  you  to  the  contrary, 
father,  by  your  own  argument :  I 
look  upon  it,  and  see  it  is  bread  ; 

I  touch  it,  and  feel  it  is  bread  ; 
and  I  taste  it,  and  1  feel  it  is  but 
bread,  mere  bread  still  :  remem¬ 
ber  the  cork,  father,  remember 
the  cork.”  This  answer  silenced 
the  father.  ! 


ANECDOTE. 

^ir  James  Thornhill  was  the 
person  who  painted  the  inside  of 
the  cupola  of  St.  Paul’s,  London. 
After  having  finished  one  of  the 
compartments,  he  stepped  back, 
gradually,  to  see  how  it  would 
look  at  a  distance.  He  receded 
so  far  fstill  keeping  his  eye  in- i 
tenlly  fixed  on  the  painting)  that 


he  was  got  almost  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  scaffolding,  without 
perceiving  it ;  had  he  continued 
to  retreat,  half  a  minute  more 
would  have  completed  his  de¬ 
struction  ;  and  he  must  have  fallen 
to  the  pavement  underneath.  A 
person  present,  who  saw  the 
danger  the  artist  was  in,  had  the 
happy  presence  of  mind  to  sud¬ 
denly  snatch  up  one  of  the 
brushes,  and  spoil  the  painting, 
by  rubbing  it  over.  Sir  James, 
transported  with  rage,  sprang 
forward,  to  save  the  remainder  of 
the  piece.  But  his  rage  was  soon 
turned  into  thanks,  when  the  per¬ 
son  told  him,  “  Sir,  by  spoiling 
the  painting  I  have  saved  the  life 
of  the  painter.  You  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  extremity  of  the 
scafibld,  without  knowing  it.  Had 
I  called  out  to  you,  to  apprize 
you  of  your  danger,  you  would 
naturally  have  turned  to  look 
behind  you  ;  and  the  surprise  of 
finding  yourself  in  such  a  dread¬ 
ful  situation,  would  have  made 
you  fall  indeed.  1  had,  there¬ 
fore,  no  other  method  of  retriev¬ 
ing  you,  but  by  acting  as  I  did.” 

Similar,  if  1  may  so  speak,  is 
the  method  of  God’s  dealing  with 
his  people.  We  are  all,  natu¬ 
rally,  fond  of  our  own  legal  per¬ 
formances.  We  admire  them  to 
our  ruin,  unless  the  Holy  Spirit 
retrieve  us  from  our  folly.  This 
he  does,  by  marring  (as  it  were) 
our  best  works  ;  i.  e.  by  showing 
us  their  insufficiency  to  justify  us 
before  God.  Wlien  we  are  truly 
taught  of  him,  we  thank  him  for 
his  grace,  instead  of  being  angry 
at  having  our  idols  defaced.  The 
only  way,  by  which  we  are  saved 
from  everlasting  destruction,  is, 
by  being  made  to  see,  ihal  ‘  by 
I  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  fiesh 
I  living  shall  be  justified.” 


AND  REVIEW. 
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FOl  RTFKNTH  ANNIVERSARY 
Of  the  British  and  Fortl^n  Jhble  Society. 

ON  Wriliu'-sday,  the  (3th  of  May,  1818, 
was  heM,  at  F»tP  Masons’  Hall,  London, 
the  rourleenth  Anniversary  of  tlifc  British 
and  Forei^i  Bible  Society. 

Among  the  numerous  and  re.«pectable 
.issemhlage,  iipnjn  this  interesting  occasion, 
Tvcrc  the  Bishops  of  Norwich,  Ciloucester, 
Cloyne,  and  D-^  rry  ;  their  Excellencies  the 
Amhassadors  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  from  his  Serene  Highness 
the  Frince  of  Hesse  Homburg ;  the  Lari 
Harrow  by.  Lord  Gambier,  the  Right  Hon. 
Nicholas  Vansittart,  M.  P.  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke  Ackland,  Bart.  M.  P.  Thomas  Babing- 
ton,  Eso.  M.  R  Joseph  Buiterworlh,  Esq. 
M.  P.  Charles  Grant,  Esq.  ?.l.  P.  Charles 
Grant,  jun.  Esq.  M.  P.  W.  T.  Money,  Es<]. 
M.  1’.  William  Wilberforce,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Admiral  Sir  James  Saumarez,  Bart.  K.  G. 
C.  B.  &c. 

Lord  Teignmouth,  in  opening  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  day,  read  a  note  from  the  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  at  his  lordship’s  particular 
request,  stating,  that  he  was  much  inortiticd 
at  l)eing  prevented,  by  illness,  from  attend¬ 
ing  the  meeting. 

An  abstract  of  the  Report  was  n  ad  by 
the  Rev.  W.  Dealtry,  from  which  it  ap- 
pcan‘d  that  the  cash  account  stood  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

d  otal  net  receipts,  exclu-  L.  s.  d. 
:>ivc  of  sales  (>8,359  10  9 

Of  w  hich  sum  55,857/.  7st. 
jd.  w'as  contributed  by 
Auxiliary  Societies. 

Received  by  sales,  the 
major  part  of  which  was  for 
Bibles  and  Testaments  pur¬ 
chased  by  Bible  Associa¬ 
tions  18,620  0  2 

86,979  10  II 
Tfital  net  payments  71,099  1  7 


That  the  issue  of  Bibles  and  Testamenti, 
within  th«*  year,  have  been  89,795  Bibles, 
104,306  Testaments ;  making  the  total 
issued  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  in  somewhat  less  than  thirteen 
years,  more  than  two  mii.lioxs  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments. 

d'he  Right  Hon.  N.  Vansittart,  (Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

“  My  Lord, 

“  I  lake  the  liberty  of  rising,  to  move  that 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  bo  received 
.and  adopted.  And  if  that  were  the  sole 
object  of  my  addressing  you,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  me  to  add  any  thing  to  tlie 
impression  which  the  Report  itself  must 
have  made.  I  might  leave  its  contents  to 
make  their  own  impressions  on  your  mind.*, 
b'or  1  can  appeal  to  all  who  have  heard  it, 
whether  a  Report  replete  with  more  im¬ 
portant  tacts,  and  leading  to  more  anima¬ 
ting  conclusions,  was  ever  delivered  to  this, 
or  any  other  .Society.  I  must  be  permitted, 
my  Lord,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
pressing  the  gratification  with  which  I  am 
again  enabled  to  partake  of  this  great  feast 
of  Christian  benevolence.  I  must  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  state  the  admiration  and  gratitiidei 
with  which,  in  common  w’ith  those  around 
me,  I  see  the  great  plans  of  Providence 
rleveloping  themselves,  and  its  mysteriou* 
j)urjK>ses  apparently  about  to  be  effected — 
and  in  particular,  that  w'e  are  allowed,  and 
enabled,  in  however  humble  a  degree,  to 
co-operate  in  so  great  a  w'ork.  We  find, 

'  that,  while  the  zeal,  the  liberality,  and 
I  energy  ol^  this  Society  liave,  in  no  respect 

<  diminishc(9,  within  tlie  British  dominions, 

1. 

!  its  o|X'ration.'«  have  been  widely  extending, 

^  and  receiving  the  most  energetic  aiii, 
among  foreign  nations.  I  particularly  al¬ 
lude  to  V  !iat  we  have  heard  respecting  the 
Empire  of  Rus.sia,  aiid  the  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Can  we  be  too  grateful  to  that  Pro- 
'  ridene^  which  has  touched  the  hearts  of 
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kings  and  of  statesmrn,  which  lias  raised 
up  a  zealous  protector  and  propagator  of 
the  Gospt'l,  ill  the  great  Sovereign  of  the 
IVorth  ?  Can  we  be  too  grateful  that  those 
oxteiisivc  dominions,  stretching  in  a  solid 
mass  throughout  the  longitude  of  one  half  of 
tlie  circumference  of  the  globe,  are  about, 
in  the  numberless  languages  spoken  in  that 
vast  empire,  to  receive  the  blessings  of 
Christianity  ? 

“  In  tlie  other  hemisphere,  the  prospect 
is  equally  cheering  and  delightful.  Happy, 
indeed,  is  the  time  when  the  two  greatest 
maritime  nations  upon  earth  are  seen 
uniting  their  numberless  fleets,  to  circulate, 
universally,  tlie  glad  tidings  of  the  Gosjx‘1. 
If  we  may  suppose,  my  Lord,  that  the 
spirits  of  tV>c  just,  delivered  from  the  burden 
of  the  flesh,  an;  allowed,  on  any  occasion, 
to  take  a  part  in  human  affairs,  with  what 
delight  mu^t  they  co-opei*ate  in  a  work  like 
this ;  when,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  ages, 
in  which  the  cause  of  truth  appears  rallier, 
pc  rhaps,  to  have  receded  than  advanced, 
we  find  the  ice  beginning  to  be  melted  by 
the  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness; 
when  w’e  see  idolatry  and  superstition, 
heathenism  and  ignorance,  every  where 
yielding  to  the  simple,  the  inotfensive,  the 
benevolent  exertions  of  the  Christian  Mis¬ 
sionary.  This  sjiectacle  must  be  viewed 
with  delight,  by  those  who  have  gone  before 
us,  and  who,  many  of  them,  sacriuced  their 
lives,  and  all  offered  their  prayers,  for  such 
a  consummation  as  we  witness.  Truly  wei 
may  say,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  that 
‘  many  prophets  and  kings  have  desired  to 
see  the  tilings  that  we  see,  but  have  not 
.«cen  them,  and  to  hear  the  tilings  which 
we  hear,  but  have  not  heard  them.” 

The  Bishop  of  Cloyne. 

“  I  rise  to  second  the  motion  of  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  who  precc  ded  me — 
but  perhaps  it  may  be  expected  that  I 
should  say  a  few’  words  upon  the  business 
which  calls  us  together.  I  congratulate 
you  upon  the  progress  of  your  exertions  to 
spread  the  name  of  Christ  over  the  world, 
‘O  carry  into  execution,  as  far  as  you  can, 


the  great  apostolic  commission,  “Go,  and 
baptize  all  nations.”  For  how  could  they 
lx?  baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  without 
first  becoming  acquainted  with  tlie  fact 
which  the  Bible  reveals — that  the  blessed 
Jesus  is  their  Saviour  That  there  should 
be  jK'rsons  in  this  country,  w’ho  view  our 
proceedings  with  suspicion,  is  to  me  matter 
of  surprise  and  concern  ;  especially  as  I  see, 
among  tlie  ranks  of  those  who  are  enemies 
to  our  Society,  the  names  of  scholars  whom 
I  admire,  and  of  friends  whom  I  love.  Yet, 
conscious  how  very  difl'erenUy  the  same 
object  strikes  all  of  us,  as  it  appears  in 
different  lights,  I  do  not  condemn  their 
judgment — while  I  claim  the  great  right  of 
a  Protestant  Minister  to  consult  my  own. 

I  have,  however,  my  Lord,  still  more  to 
lament,  that  there  .seems,  of  late,  an  increas¬ 
ing  spirit  of  hostility  against  those  of  us  who 
are  JVieinbers  of  the  Lstablishinent.  At 
first,  our  opponent  disputed  with  us  ;  they 
then  pitied  us  ;  and  now  they  censure  us. 
One  gentleman  has  ventured  to  assert,  that 
tlie  whole  of  our  cxertious  may  lie  resolved 
into  a  fondn.'ss  for  popularity,  and  inditfer- 
ence  to  the  established  Church.  A  little, 
while  after,  another  jxirson  went  much 
further !  for  he  declares  us  to  be  an  Anti- 
Christian  Association,  formed  for  Anti- 
Christian  purposes.  Now  it  apjx?ars  to  me 
extraordinary,  not  to  say  absurd,  that  per¬ 
sons,  sending  the  Bible  to  diflierent  coun- 
trie.'i,  and  disseminating  it  among  the  poor 
I  at  home,  should  be  accused  of  not  believing 
in  the  Bible.  I  confess  that  I  am  shocked 
at  a  charge  o4  such  a  nature,  brought 
against  so  many  respectable  persons.  (»eii- 
tleinen,  1  am  a  member  of  the  Luiited 
Church  of  Kngland  and  Ireland.  I  believe 
its  doctrines,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
and  I  perform  its  functions  ;  but  I  detest  the 
intolerance  which,  on  account  of  a  shade  of 
difference  in  doctrine  or  discipline,  would 
consitrn  anv  one  to  the  uricovenanted  mer- 
ties  of  Cod.  What,  gentlemen,  bewause 
Luther  diiTercd  from  our  Church  in  some 
respects,  was  he  therefore  no  Christian.^ 
Tlic  man  that  first  seized  the  torch  which 
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iilnniincd  all  the  west  of  Europe,  and  taught 
us  to  read  and  understand  tlic  Cosjx;!,  was 
ho  no  C  hristian  hiniself  ?  W  hat  shall  we 
say  of  the  different  R'^  forrned  Churches  in 
(  jeniiany  ?  What  of  the  C  hurch  of  Scot¬ 
land — of  tlie  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  which 
forms  so  n  spcctable  a  part  of  it,  and  which 
has  certainly  been  deeply  imbued  in  the 
guilt  that  attaches  to  our  efforts?  For,  no 
persons  have  assisted  us  more  with  their 
purses  and  with  their  prayers.  And,  to 
come  nea'*er  homo,  gentlemen,  ought  such 
charges  to  be  hastily  thrown  out  against  the 
Prelates  of  the  Established  Church  ?  Isay 
nothing  as  to  those  wlio  are  present  *,  they 
want  no  defender;  but  I  may  be  allowed 
to  repel  the  attack  with  indignation,  as  far 
as  it  applies  to  some  who  are  absent,  and  to 
one  who  is  no  more ;  men  who  have  de¬ 
fended  the  Christian  doctrines  by  their 
r. litings,  and  adon-f'd  it  by  tlieir  lives;  to 
the  venerable  names  of  Portcus,  and 
Burges,  and  Barrington.  Are  such  men 
not  to  be  CHiristians  ? — I  fancy  the  respecta¬ 
ble  audience  1  address,  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  on  the  platform,  the  merchants 
of  the  city,  the  ministers  of  state,  who  have 
come  forward,  much  to  their  credit,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  to  declare  their 
concurrence  in  our  princijiits,  will  be 
ratiicr  startled  at  hearing,  that  they  are 
none  of  them  Christians  ?  Half  Eurotte  will 

A 

be  astonished  at  the  discovery,  that  Mr. 
Wilhcrforce  i*  not  a  Christian.  Gentlemen, 
such  charges,  against  such  men,  can  only 
be  disrriisscd  from  our  minds  with  utter 
eontenipl,  conscious  as  we  are  of  the  truth 
of  the  common  maxim,  that  no  disputant 
has  recourse  to  hard  names,  until  he  fuids 
hiriigelf  deficient  in  good  reasons. 

“  J  must  say  a  few  words  about  anotlier 
Adversary  of  ou»^,  and  I  will  say  them  as 
mildly  as  I  can ;  J  mean  oiu  tliat  appeared 
some  months  ago,  His  Holiness  the  Pope. 
This  respectable  peroiiagc,  and  respecta¬ 
ble  he  is  in  many  particulars,  has  conde¬ 
scended  to  publish  a  Bull  against  us.  He 
says,  that  many  hercsie.'*  will  appear,  but 
that  the  most  baneful  of  all  heiesies  is,  the 


reading  and  dissemination  of  the  Bible.  So, 
then^  to  propagate  that  Book  on  which 
Christianity  is  founded,  is  to  propagate 
'  heresy.  The  misfortune  of  this  Bull  cer¬ 
tain)  r  is,  that  it  comes  into  the  world  a 
1  ' 

I  thousand  years  too  late.  It  might  have 
done  some  ha.-m  in  the  ninth  century,  but 
will  have  very  little  effect  in  the  nineteenth  ; 
and  I  am  glad  to  know  that  we  have  still 
the  countenance  of  many  resjiectable  men 
of  that  communion.  This  is  not  a  time  or 
place  to  say  more,  and  I  shall  leave  the 
su!)ject,  with  one  quotation  from  St.  Paul : 
‘  I  thank  my  God,  that  after  the  way  which 
they  call  heresy,  so  worship  I  the  God  of 
my  fathers.*  Proceed  in  your  exertions, 
gentlemen,  God  will  prosper  them;  and 
neither  our  enemies  at  home,  with  all  their 
pamphlets,  nor  the  Pope  himself,  with  all 
his  Bulls ;  nor  the  great  enemy  of  mankind, 
with  all  Lis  arts,  will  be  able  to  prevail 
against  us.*’ 

[  His  Excellency  Mr.  Rush,  Envoy  Extra¬ 
ordinary,  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
from  the  Enitcd  States  of  America, 

“  I  have  been  requested,  since  I  came 
here  this  morning,  by  one  of  the  officers  ol' 
this  Institution,  to  move  that  the  thanks  of 
this  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able  Lord  Teigninouth,  President  of  this 
Society.  Althougn  sensible  of  my  incom¬ 
petency  to  this  task,  I  feel,  at  tlie  same 
time,  that  I  cannot  decline  it.  IVor  can  1 
help  expressing  the  great  and  solid  satisfac¬ 
tion  which  every  bosom  must  feel  at  tin’s 
Anniversary  commemoraiion.  Happily, 

( there  is  a  common  ground  upon  which  all 
the  nations  of  the  world,  who  make  up  the 
family  of  Christendom,  can  associate  to¬ 
gether  :  and  it  is  a  still  happier  and  more 
consoling  reflection,  that  it  is  a  ground 
upon  which  they  can  always  meet,  and 
ought  always  to  meet,  as  Iriends  and  as 
brothers.  Kings,  Empinors,  Republics, 
whatever  the  grandeur  or  the  m^'ans  or 
their  human  sway,  all  look  up  to  tl  o  same 
power,  arc  all  protected  by  the  same  al¬ 
mighty  hand ;  the  precepts  and  the  .utli«! 
contained  in  the  Sacred  Volume,  wiii*  '.;  it  i‘ 
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the  o^reat  and  the  uictul  purpose  of  this  In¬ 
stitution  to  disseminate,  are  such  as  coni- 
niand  the  consentaneous  revei'cnce  of  all 
nations ;  and  why  ?  Those  precepts  and 
those  truths  teach  the  maxims  of  charity  and 
love,  not  merely  between  man  and  man, 
but  taking  a  far  more  extensive  range,  they 
inculcate  peace  and  good  will  between 
nation  and  nation.  And  hence,  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  another  nation,  through  a  kind¬ 
ness  so  often  extended  to  foreign  ministers 
in  this  metropolis,  is  permitted  to  be  pre¬ 
sent  at  such  a  celebration  as  this.  1  was  a 
listener  to  the  eloquent  rellections  with 
which  the  Report  concluded. — They  art*, 
they  must  be,  true.  The  poets  and  orators 
of  Britain  may  select,  if  they  will,  other 
topics  of  renown,  but  in  the  sober  records 
of  the  moralist  and  the  historian,  in  the  eyes 
of  other  nations,  in  the  eyes  of  the  great 
family  of  mankind,  tlie  establishment  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  will  ever 
put  forth  the  pui'est,  the  most  incontestable 
titles  to  the  first  praise.  1  felt  the  force  of 
those  kind  sentiments,  in  relation  to  the  j 
kindred  Institution  of  the  country  to  which  I 
belong,  to  which  the  Report  also  has  allu- , 
sion  :  I  felt  grateful  at  the  kind  manner  in 
which  these  sentiments  were  received.  I 
am  sure  I  shall  but  anticipate  the  wishes  of 
the  Bible  Society  of  the  United  States,  if  I 
return  their  most  grateful  thanks.  I  felt 
w  ith  equal  force  and  gratification,  the  senti¬ 
ments  uttered  by  the  Right  Honourable 
and  distinguished  Gentleman  who  first 
spoke.  May  the  canvass  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  spread  more  extensively  over  the  w'orld 
the  riches  of  Christian  benevolence  than  it 
does  the  riches  of  commerce ;  and  hence¬ 
forth,  may  that  be  their  only  strife.” 

The  Earl  of  Harrow  by,  (President  of  the 
Council.) 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  seize 
this  moment  of  offering  myself  to  your 
notice,  immediately  after  the  speech  we 
have  heard  from  the  representative  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  because  I  do  not 
know  a  more  striking  proof  of  that  feeling 
wliich  a  society  like  this  is  calculated  to  ex¬ 


cite,  and  to  spread,  than  that  it  .should  tali 
to  my  lot,  in  this  metropolis,  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seconding  a  motion  made  by 
the  Minister  of  a  foreign  state.  In  truth, 
my  Lord,  it  is  a  strong  proof,  that  in  this 
cause  there  is  nothing  foreign ;  but  from 
(he  progress  of  this  Society,  and  of  societies 
like  this,  we  may  be  sanguine  enough  to 
hope  that  the  period  may  be  approaching, 
(whether  with  ste])s  more  slow,  or  more 
rapid,  can  be  known  only  to  that  Providence 
which  guides  ever)’  step  of  it,)  when,  in  tlic 
true  sense  of  the  word,  all  men  shall  be  one 
fold,  under  one  Shepherd. 

“  My  I/>rd,  I  had  another  reason  for 
wishing  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  ad* 
drt'ssiiig  myself  to  your  Lordship,  a  reason 
which  perhaps  reflects  some  degree  oi 
shame  up<»n  myself ;  and  it  is  this,  (hat  1 
have  not  the  haj^piness  of  being  one  of  those 
who  .were  early  engaged  in  the  ranks  of  this 
Society  :  whether,  because  I  was  distracted 
by  mauiy  other  subjects,  or  whatever  was 
the  cause,  such  was  the  fact ;  and  w’hat  wa« 
it  that  first  directed  my  attention  to  thi^ 
subject  ?  It  was  the  sounding  of  the  trum¬ 
pet  of  alarm.  Though  I  had  not  sutficientl  v 
attended  to  the  progress  of  the  Society,  to 
be  myself  a  competent  judge  of  its  proceed¬ 
ings,  yet  it  did  strike  me,  as  a  most  singular 
circumstance,  that  it  should  be  a  subject  of 
alarm  to  that  Church  which  I  had  always 
conceived  to  glory,  tliat  its  foundation  was 
the  Bible,  and  its  object  to  spread  that 
Sacred  Book  more  extensively;  tliat  that 
which  was  a  Protestant  Church,  which 
rested  its  own  defence  of  separation  from 
the  Church  of  Rome,  upon  the  right  of  pri¬ 
vate  judgment,  should  hold  forth  such  dis¬ 
trust,  should  hold  so  much  at  a  distance 
from  itself  all  those  who  (whether  right  or 
wrong)  had  presumed  for  themselves  to 
exercise  the  same  right  which  the  Church 
of  England  had  exercised  for  itself;  that  if 
should  be  deemed,  if  not  a  stain,  yet  a  de¬ 
traction  from  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  a 
good  work,  to  partake  witli  them  in  the 
pursuit  of  it. ^  But,  if  there  was  nothing  in 
aigument,  was  there  any  tiling  to  be  found 
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ia  the  conduct  of  this  Immense  Society, 
which  could  justify  that  alarm  by  fact  ? 
To  ai^ument  upon  the  subject,  I  paid  eveiy^ 
possible  attention  :  to  pretend  to  say  that  I, 
or  any  man,  could  have  read,  with  deep 
attention,  every  publication  that  has  ap¬ 
peared  upon  the  subject,  would  be  absurd ; 
but  this  1  can  truly  say,  that  1  have  read, 
with  the  best  attention  in  my  power,  every 
publication  that  has  materially  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  public.  I  have  read  every 
statement  of  facts  on  both  sides  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  which  were  represented  to  me  as 
woi'tli  reading; ;  and  the  deliberate  result  of 
that  investifration,  has  been  a  confinnation 
of  the  opinion  which  first  struck  me,  that, 
so  far  from  any  danger  existing  to  the 
establishment  of  which  I  am  a  member,  the 
union  of  that  Church  witli  this  Society  only 
adds  to  its  credit,  its  dignity,  and  its  useful¬ 
ness,  and  therefore  cannot  but  add  to  its 
strength. 

“  My  Lord,  I  have  been  unfortunately 
prevented  from  arriving  here  early  enough 
to  have  more  than  a  cursory  view  of  the 
Report  wiiich  has  been  read  to  you,  and 
tills  Assembly.  I  can  only  speak  of  the 
general  impression  it  has  given  me;  and 
that  impression  is  gratifying  in  tlie  highest 
degree ;  it  proves  that,  during  a  period  of 
more  than  ordinary  pressure,  whatever  re¬ 
trenchments  have  been  made,  persons  have 
not  applied  their  economy  to  the  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  that  it  has  been  assisted  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  by  exertions  nearly  cor¬ 
responding  ;  that  its  influence  has  spread  to 
an  extent,  and  its  gi'cat  name  has  arisen  in 
a  manner,  in  which  no  other  Society,  how¬ 
ever  respectably  constituted,  or  well  con¬ 
ducted,  could  have  done :  no  insulated 
Society,  in  this  country',  belonging  to  one 
peculiar  class,  be  that  class  what  it  may, 
could  excite,  in  all  nations,  and  in  all  coun¬ 
tries,  and  among  all  sects,  the  same  degree 
of  enthusiastic  adherence  which  ha:  risen 
from  the  very  nature  ot  the  Society  before 
us.  Mow  could  we  successfully  call  upon 
them  to  lay  aside  any  of  their  prejudices; 
>0  forget  for  a  moment,  and  for  a  moment 


only,  their  own  peculiar  predilections,  un¬ 
less  we  set  them  that  example  ourselves  i* 

“  To  return  to  the  motion  which  I  have 
the  honour  of  seconding.  To  many  of  us, 
whose  minds  have  not  been  so  well  disci¬ 
plined  as  your  Lordship’s,  your  situation  oo 
Uiis  day  might  be  a  subject  of  pride  and 
exultation ;  to  you,  I  am  persuaded,  it  is  a 
subject  of  humble  gratitude  to  that  Provi¬ 
dence  which  has  permiUe^jLOu  to  be  the 
instrument  of  such  ext^sive,  such  ever- 
during  benefit.  Others  may  fully  partake 
of  the  pleasure  arising  from  the  general 
success  of  this  Society,  but  there  is  one 
quarter  of  the  globe  to  which  your  Lordship 
must  look  with  peculiar  interest :  it  must  be 
an  object  of  gratification  to  your  mind,  to 
reflect  upon  the  anxiety  with  which,  during 
your  presence  in  India,  you  endeavoured  to 
provide  for  the  temporal  welfare  of  millions; 
but  with  feelings  of  a  higher  order  must  you 
now  recollect,  that,  since  your  absence, 
your  influence  in  this  Society  lias  contribu¬ 
ted  to  difiuse  among  them  blessings  of  a  far 
higher  description.  That  the  prospect 
which  is  opened  before  us,  may  be  abun¬ 
dantly  more  extended,  must  be  the  object 
of  our  wishes,  and  our  prayers,  and  ought 
also  to  be  that  of  our  exertions.” 

Lord  Teignmouth. 

“  Genthmvn — I  cannot  sufl'iciently  ex¬ 
press  the  happiness  which  I  feel,  and  my 
gratitude  to  the  Author  of  it,  in  being  per¬ 
mitted  once  more  to  attend  the  Anniversary 
of  our  Institution,  and  to  rejoice  with  the 
Members  of  it  cn  its  past  success  and  en¬ 
couraging  prospects.  The  experitnee  of 
fourteen  years  has  realized  the  hopes  witli 
which  the  Society,  in  humble  dependence 
upon  the  Divine  favour,  Ix'gar  its  career; 
and  we  are  now,  more  than  over,  author- 
iied  to  indulge  the  confidence,  that  the 
liberality  which  has  accelerated  the  exer¬ 
tions,  and  enlarged  the  operations  of  the 
Society,  will  never  relax,  while  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  any  portion  of  the  earth  implore 
or  rcqui.’e  its  assistance. 

“  Jhit,  while  we  contemplate  the  au:pi- 
cious  results  of  our  Institution  with  thf 
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delight  they  cannot  fail  to  inspire ;  while 
we  reflect,  with  complacency,  on  the  ho¬ 
nour  this  country  haii  acquired  in  the  e>ti- 
mation  of  foreign  nations,  by  an  institution 
which  has  gained  their  respec  t  by  the  piety, 
and  their  afl'ections  by  the  benevolence  of 
its  object;  while  we  rejoice  in  the  distin¬ 
guished  privilege  of  beinff  ourselves  the  al- 
mone  rs  of  the  bounty  of  heaven,  and  in  the 
assurance  so  well  substantiated,  that  by  the 
distribution  of  the  imperishable  treasures  of 
divina  truth  and  knowledge,  wc  have  been 
the  means  of  enriching  those  who  were* 
poor,  of  communicating  instruction  to  the 
ignorant,  and  consolation  to  the  afflicted : 
it  behooves  us,  w’ith  your  committee,  to 
ascribe  the  origin  and  the  whole  success  ot 
our  institution  to  Him  alone,  to  whom  the 
glory  is  due  :  and  to  say,  with  devout  grati¬ 
tude,  *  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  but  unto  thy 
name,  be  the  praise.’  , 

“  Our  joy  thus  chastened  may  be  freely 
indulged  ;  it  springs  from  a  pure  source ;  it 
is  no  selfish  gratification,  but  that  w’hich 
arises  from  the  successful  accomplishment 
of  a  sacred  duty,  combining,  in  its  object,  | 
the  gloiy  of  God,  and  the  advancement  of 
human  happiness  through  time  and  eternity. 

“  I  shall  not  expatiate  on  these  topics  Ije- 
fore  the  present  assembly,  as  motives  to 
perseverance  in  our  great  undertaking ; 
those  who  have  tasted  the  luxury  of  berie- 
licence,  will  want  no  inducement  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  repast.  But  if  rny  voice  could 
reach  any  who  have  not  associated  them¬ 
selves  with  us,  I  would  aflcctionotelv  say 
to  them,  borrow’ing  an  expression  of  my 
right  honourable  friend,  the  C'hanccllor  of 
the  Exchequer,  “Come,  my  Christian  bre¬ 
thren,  enjoy  w  ith  us  this  feast  of  benevo¬ 
lence  ;  unite  your  endeavours  with  ours,  to 
give  refreshment  to  the  W'eary  and  heavy- 
ladcii  pilgrims  of  the  earth,  to  dispense 
that  light  which  w’as  graciously  revealed  to 
cheer  the  despondency  of  a  benighted 
world.  Behold,  and  j)ity  many'  millions  of 
your  fellow-creatures,  who  are  wandering 
in  the  mazes  of  idoiat.-ous  superstitions ; 
partaku  with  us  the  duty  and  delight  of  giv¬ 


ing  them  a  guide,  w'hich  will  show  Ihen'j 
‘  the  way,  the  truth,  and  Ute  life.’  Look 
round  on  countrie.s  over  which  the  bun  of 
Highteousness  once  difl’used  its  lustre,  but 
which  are  now  enveloped  in  the  mists  of 
spiritual  darkness  and  ignorance.  Join 
your  endeavours  with  ours  to  restore  to 
them  the  long-intercepted  light.  Look 
round  also  on  your  numerous  brethren,  who 
are  sufiering  affliction.  Unite  with  us  in 
bestowing  upon  them  that  which  will  give 
them  real  and  abiding  con.solation.  The 
charity  in  which  we  invite  yonr  participa¬ 
tion,  is  sanctified  in  its  means  and  its  end. 
VVe  distribute  not  the  meat  that  perishes, 
but  that  spiritual  food  which  will  gladden 
and  invigorate  the  soul.  The  eflects  of 
your  Ixiaevolence,  thus  applied,  may  ex¬ 
tend  to  generations  yet  unborn  ;  and  the 
prayers  of  those  who  are  benefited  by  it, 
mav  draw  dowm  blessings  on  yourselves, 
your  children,  and  your  country.’ 

“  These  .sentijnents,  wliich  I  trust  are  too 
deeply  engraven  on  my  heart,  ever  to  be 
obliterated,  will  aflbrd  a  test  of  my  unabated 
devotion  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  en¬ 
gaged  ;  and  I  oflfer  them  as  tlu:  most  ac¬ 
ceptable  return  in  my  pow'er,  for  the  honour 
conferred  on  me  by  your  resolution. 


THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  GENERAT 
MEETING  OF  THE  Mr.SbIONARY 
S(X.’IETV, 

Held  in  T.ondnn^  on  the  I3th^  14/7/,  and 
13ih  (lays  of  May ^  1818. 

We  have  now’^  the  pleasing  task  of  pre¬ 
senting  to  the  friends  of  missions  to  the 
heathen  a  summary  account  of  the  late 
Anniversary  of  the  Missionary  .Society,  the 
first  j)ublic  meeting  of  which  was  held  as 
usual  at 

SURREY  CHAPEL. 

Tlie  prayers  of  the  Established  f4iurcL 
w'ere  read  by  the  Rev.  Rowlarul  Hill,  mi¬ 
nister  of  the  Chapel.  The  prayer  wliicb 
preceded  the  sermon  w^as  offered  up  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Morrell,  of  St.  Ncots. 
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The  Rev.  Ralph  Wardlaw,  of  Glasgow, 
then  pivuched  a  tiuly  missionary  discourse, 
on  Acts  xvii.  lt>.  “  .Now,  while  Paul  waited 
for  them  at  Athens,  his  spirit  was  stirred  in 
him,  win’ll  he  saw  the  city  wholly  given  to 
idolatry.” 

flaving  introduced  the  subject  by  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  general  state  of  ancient 
Athens,  and  particularly  noticed  the  point 
of  light  in  which  the  great  a|X>stle  of  the 
Gentiles,  con>istently  with  his  character  as 
a  (  hristian  Missionary,  chieHy  regarded  it, 
Mr.  \V.  proceeded  to  obserie,  how  much 
room  there  still  exists  for  the  exercise  of 
the  same  feelings  as  those  by  which  hts 
spirit  was  stirred ;  so  very  large  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  population  of  the  world  Ijeing  at 
tin's  day,  after  the  lapse  of  eighteen  centu¬ 
ries,  “  given  to  idolatry.”  To  keep  alive, 
and  stimulate  the  mi'^sionarv  spirit,  (the 
great  design  of  these  Anniversaries)  he 
proj>o»ed  to  consider  the  sentiments,  feel¬ 
ings,  and  desires,  which  tlie  contemplation 
of  the  idolairies  of  the  heathen  is  calculated 
to  awaken  and  to  cherish.  He  illustrated 
tlie  four  following  particulars.  Such  con- 
temphition  ought  to  inspire — 1st,  Indignant 
grief  for  the  dishonour  done  to  (iod  ; — 'idly, 
AmazeuK  iit  at  human  weakness  and  folly  ; 
— 3<lly,  Abhorrence  of  human  impiety; — 
and  4thly,  Compassion  for  human  wretch¬ 
edness. 

Having  endeavoured,  by  the  illustration 
of  these*  inti  resting  topics,  to  rouse'  the  spirit 
of  missionary  zeal,  Mr.  \V.  in  concluding, 
pressed  upon  the  attention  of  his  audience 
the  following  observations  in  the  way  of 
further  practical  improvement: — 1.  That 
all  the  sentiments  and  feelings  described 
ought  to  be  principles  of  active  and  zealous 
exertion — founding  this  remark  on  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  l^aul,  as  recorded  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  context  : — :Jd.  The  necessity  and 
value  of  Divine  revelation  : — 3.  That  the 
feelings  expressed  in  the  text  irnjily  the  op¬ 
posite  emotions  of  delight  in  witnessing  the 
Contrary  scene  . — and,  4.  That  the  guilt  of 
hlolafry,  it  is  to  be  feared,  attaches  to  many 
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who  little  imagine  that  they  are  at  all 
chargeable  with  any  thing  of  tlie  kind. 

Our  present  l)Ounds  achnit  of  no  more 
than  a  mere  outline ;  for  the  filling  up  ot 
which  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  the 
Sermon  itself,  which,  with  the  other  ser- 
mon^s  will,  we  hope,  sjiet  dily  be  printed. 

'I'he  Rev.  V\.  iioby,  of  Manchester,  con¬ 
cluded  by  prayer. 


TABER.NACLE. 

This  place  being  filled  at  an  early  hour, 
notices  were  distributed  at  the  doors,  in¬ 
forming  those  who  could  not  gain  adniit- 
lance,  that  a  sermon  v^ould  forthwith  be 
preached  at  Albion  Chapel^  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  which  had  readily  been  granted 
on  the  occasion,  by  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Fletcher,  minister  of  that  place. 

At  the  Tabernacle  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Maslen, 
of  Hertford,  prayed  before  the  sermon,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Farnhain,  after  it. 
The  Rev.  William  Cooper,  of  Dublin, 
preached  on  Isaiah  Ixii.  6  and  7. 

.After  viewing  the  text  and  its  connexion 
as  the  vvords  of  Jehovah  Jesus  to  his  people, 
and  as  referring  with  a  peculiar  emphasis 
and  force  of  application  to  Gosjvel  times,  he 
div  ided  its  contents  into  a  promise  and  an 
exhortation. 

I.  The  Fromise.  He  remarked,  lliat 
the  form  of  expression  “  /  have  .vef,”  was  a 
Hebraism  frequently  used  in  the  prophetic 
parts  of  Scripture,  probably  to  denote  the 
absolute  certainty  of  the  future  event  thus 
predicted : — That  the  Church  was  here 
designated  Jerusalem,  because  it  is  really, 
as  Jerusalem  nominally  was,  a  city  of 
peace ;  because  it  is  a  place  of  safety,  the 
residence  of  God,  and  the  scene  of  his 
worship — that  her  ministers  were  called 
Watchmen,  to  indicate  the  vigilance, 
fidelity,  and  boldness,  which  ought  to 
characterize  preachers  of  the  Gosjiel — that 
GikI  gave  such  ministers,  and  in  his  infinite, 
wisdom  appointed  the  stations  of  each, 
often  contrary  to  their  own  wishes,  ami  the 
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general  anticipations  of  those  around  them, 
yet  always  in  a  manner  calculated  to  show 
that  he  did  all  things  well — and,  lastly, 
that  ministers,  whom  God  had  ap|K)intcd 
and  qualified  for  their  othce,  were  laboi  ious 
and  indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties — “  Never  held  their  peace  day  nor 
night but,  by  their  fervent  zeal  and  de* 
voted  conduct,  exhibited  the  brightest 
image  whicli  mortals  could  exhibit  of  their 
Lord. 

II.  The  Exhortation’.  He  obsened, 
that  it  was  addressed  to  Christians,  who 
alone  are  men  of  jirayer,  and  therefore  de- 
scriljed,  in  the  text,  as  those  that  make 
mention  of  the  Lord;  and  that  it  was  here 
enforced  upon  them  as  a  solemn  obligation, 
that  they  should  pray  earnestly  and  con¬ 
stantly  for  the  universal  spread  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  kingdom. 

He  then  noticed,  that  from  the  text  the 
following  doctrines  might  be  deduced : — 

1.  That  God  would  provide  a  succession 
of  faithful  Ministers  and  Missionaries  for  his 
Church,  whoever  died,  or  deserted  their 
stations. 

2.  That  tlie  Church  was  to  become 
universal,  pennanent,  and  glorious — an 
event  suggested  by  reason,  and  required 
by  the  woid  of  God;  for  which  event,  in 
the  words  of  the  text,  we  are  taught  to  pray. 

3.  That  we  must  not  expect  this  to  be 
accomplished  by  miracles,  but  must  use  the 
appointed  means  ;  by  seeking  preachers  in 
our  resjiective  Churches  ;  affording  them  a 
proper  education;  properly  equipping 
them;  helping  them  at  tlieir  stations;  and 
remernbering  them  in  our  prayers. 

He  concluded,  by  inquiring  whether, 
wiiilc  seeking  to  send  JVatchmen  to  distant 
lands,  we,  as  individuals,  had  listened  to 
the  IValcltma/C s  voice  at  home. 

At  Albion  (  hapel  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gilbert, 
of  Hull,  p  eaclied  on  Jerem.  xxxi.  34. 
“  And  they  shall  leach  no  more  every  inaxi 
his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother, 
saying’.  Know  the  Lord,  for  they  shall  all  I 
know  me,  from  tlie  least  of  them  unto  Uie 
greatest  of  tiiein,  saith  tlie  Lord,” 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Bull,  of  Newport  ragnell, 
pi-ayed  before,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Turnbull, 
late  of  Utlery,  after  the  sermon. 


TOTTENHAM  COURT  CHAPEL. 

The  Rev  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Edinburgh, 
preached  on  Matt  xxiv.  14.  This  Gospel 
of  the  kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all  the 
world  for  a  w’itness  unto  all  nations,  and 
then  shall  the  end  come.”  In  the  intro¬ 
duction,  Mr.  J.  viewed  the  passage  as  a 
prediction  of  tlie  extensive  pi  oinulgatioii  of 
the  Gos|x.'l  previous  to  the  destruction  of 
Jcnisaleni,  and  pointed  out  its  exact  fulfil¬ 
ment.  He  then  proposed  to  consider  die 
text  as  pointing  to  the  universal  diflusion  of 
Christianity  prev  ious  to  die  second  coming 
of  our  Lord.  He,  firsts  directed  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  his  hearers  to  the  scbject  to  be 
preached,  and  gave  a  general  view’  of  the 
doctrines  and  facG  comprehended  in  the 
phrase  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom.  In  the 
5ero/it/ part  of  his  discourse  he  considered 
liie  extent  to  which  die  Gospel  is  to  be 
made  known  in  all  the  world :  and  after  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  declaratirins  of  our  Saviour 
and  the  pre^phets  on  this  subject,  he  stated 
some  of  the  grounds  on  which  we  anticipate 
the  ultimate  and  universal  ditiusion  of  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation,  and  sliowed  dial 
diis  assurance  is  the  most  powerful  support 
of  Missionary  exertion.  In  the  third  place, 
Mr.  J.  directed  our  attention  to  the  design 
for  which  the  GosJk;!  is  to  be  preached  in 
all  the  world ;  and  |)ointed  out  brietly  the 
nature  of  the  testimony  w  hich  the  Gospel 
gives  to  the  character  and  perfections  of 
God ; — here  he  called  upon  professing 
Christians  to  seek  a  personal  interest  in  die 
blessing  which  they  are  sending  to  the 
Heathen,  and  v\hilc  they  send  the  Bible  to 
others,  to  study  and  believe  it  themselves. 

In  conclusion,  he  turned  our  dioughts  to 
the  second  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  ;  after 
'  the  Gospel  has  been  universally  promul¬ 
gated,  then  shall  die  rnd  come.  Mr.  J. 
closed  his  discourse  wiUi  an  exhortation  to 
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diligent  preparation  for  this  great  event — to  Pyne,  Towne,  Vautin,  Williams,  and  T. 
be  as  those  that  wait  for  the  coming  of  the  Williams.  Addresses  were  delivered  hy 


Lord. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Whitridge,  of  Carlisle, 
prayed  before  the  sermon;  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Harrison,  of  Woburn,  after  it. 


AT.  ST.  BRIDE’S  CHURCH. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Halloway  preached  at  St. 
Bride’s  Church,  the  use  of  which  was  libe¬ 
rally  granted  by  the  Rev.  \'icar  and  tlic 
Churchwardens  of  the  parish.  Text — Acts 
viii.  29,  30,  and  part  of  the  31st  verse. 

Then  the  Spirit,”  &c. 

After  an  introduction,  relative  to  the 
conversion  of  the  Ethiopian  eunuch,  and 
the  honour  which  God  was  pleased  to  put 
on  the  ministry  of  the  word  in  his  case,  the 
preacher  proceeded  to  show,  1.  \\  hat  are 
the  evidences  of  that  knowledge  which 
bringeth  salvation ;  and  2.  The  means 
through  W’hich  this  saving  knowledge  is  to 
be  communicated,  the  principal  of  which  he 
fihowed  to  be  the  preaching  of  tlie  Gospel, 
which  is  so  remarkably  adapted  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  Divine  truth,  and  suited  to  the  natu¬ 
ral  constitution  of  man.  From  hence,  3. 
He  recommended  the  diligent  use  of  these 
means  as  a  Scriptural  and  Christian  obliga¬ 
tion — as  an  obligation  of  gratitude — as  the 
claim  of  Christian  philanthropy — and  as 
enforced  by  the  signs  of  the  times. 


MISSIONARY  C0.MMUN104N. 

SION  CHAPEL. 

Rev.  Dr.  Boguc  presided.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Brook  prayed.  The  elements  were  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  Rev  Messrs.  Britain,  Bryan, 
Coulson,  Creake,  Emblem,  Hockley,  Hop¬ 
kins,  C.  Hyatt,  Langford,  Lockyer,  Lloyd, 
iVI‘All,  Sanderson,  Sturtivant,  W’arr;  and 
by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Brooksbank,  Browning, 
Cadoret,  (from  France)  Evans,  Gale, 
Knighf,  .Macdonald,  Mummer}*,  Oates, 


the  Rev.  Messrs.  H.  Cox,  Greenwood,  and 
J.  Hyatt.  Hymns  were  given  out  by  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Forsaith,  Roberts,  Aldridge, 
Watson,  and  Platt.  The  Rev.  Matthew 
W'ilkes  concluded  with  prayer. 


.SILVER-STREET. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ray,  of  Sudbury,  pre.- 
sided.  The  communicants  were  addressed 
by  the  Rev.  John  Burder,  and  Rev.  T. 
Turnbull ;  and  the  spectators  by  Mr.  W’ray, 
Missionary,  from  Bcrbice.  The  hymns 
were  given  out  by  Messrs.  Goode,  Raban, 
and  Thomas.  The  elements  distributed 
by  Messrs.  Gore,  Davies,  Jones,  Richards, 
Purkis,  and  Brown ;  and  the  service  con? 
eluded  by  the  Rev.  S.  W,  Tracy. 


ORANGE-STREET. 

Dr.  Collyer  presided.  Prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Jos.  Slatterie,  J.  Townsend, 
Dr.  Winter,  and  Rowland  Hill.  Hymns 
given  out  by  Messrs.  G.  Townsend,  Black- 
bum,  Chapman,  Yockney,  and  Roby. 
Addresses  by  Dr.  Collyer,  Rev.  Messrs. 
Struther,  Philip,  and  Reynolds.  Elements 
distributed  by  Messrs.  Lewis,  Roby, 
Townsend,  Winter^  Chapman,  Dunn, 
Shepherd,  Eccles,  Thomas,  Griliin,  Has- 
lock,  Yockney,  Day,  Pinchback,  Turner, 
Smith,  M orison,  Sloper,  Blackburn,  Wood, 
Rayson,  Kincss,  Washbourn,  Gilbert,  Jack- 
son,  Cloutt,  Johnson,  Harrison,  &c.  Ac. 


SPA  FIELDS  CHAPEL 

W as  much  crowded  on  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing,  w  hen  the  .Annual  Meeting  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  for  the  despatch  of  business  was  held. 
William  Alcrs  Hankey,  Esq.  the  treasurer, 
was  requested  to  take  the  chair ;  a  hyirui 
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was  suiij^,  and  (lie  Rev.  IVIr.  Browning 
prayid  for  (lie  presence  and  blessing  of 
God  on  the  Society  and  its  ojHi-ations. 
The  plan  of  the  Society,  agreed  upon  at  its 
first  establishment,  was  then  read  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Blatt,  together  with  the  fun¬ 
damental  principle  of  the  Society,  disclaim¬ 
ing  all  parly  and  sectarian  views. 

Mr.  Robert  Steven  then  stated,  that  seve¬ 
ral  other  Missionary  Societies  having  been 
formed  since  the  institution  of  this  in  1795, 
some  confusion  had  arisen  for  want  of  a  title 
more  didinctive  than  that  w  hich  w’as  then 
adopted  ;  and  that  other  Societies,  at  liome 
and  abroad,  having  generally  given  us  the 
appellation  of  the  London  Missionary  Soci¬ 
ety,  he  projKist  d,  and  it  w  as  unanimously 
agreed,  that  hereafter  in  all  the  publications 
of  the  Society,  its  title  shall  be  thus  ex¬ 
pressed  ; — “  The  Misnonamj  Society^  in¬ 
stituted  in  the  year  1795,  usually  called 
The  London  CSIissionary  Society.'' 

The  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Directors  for  the  past  year,  but  considerably 
abridged,  was  next  read  by  the  Secretary, 
assisted  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Ivurder. 

The  Treasurer  then  presented  a  drtailed 
account  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
of  the  Society  for  the  year  ending  March 
31,  1818.  Not  having  room  for  particulars, 
w  e  can  now’  only  state  the  gross  amount  of 
the  receipts  from  Subscriptions  and  Collec¬ 
tions,  i’c.  which  is  22,132/.  1^. 

Dr.  Bogue  then  moved,  that  the  Report 
be  received,  approved,  and  printed,  accoid- 
ius:  to  the  discretion  of  the  Directors. 

The  Doctor  began  by  expressing  that  he 
felt  a  diilkuitv  in  speaking  on  a  .subject, 
part  of  w  hich  related  to  hini-'^elf;  he  there¬ 
fore  moved,  that  “  Lvery  c>thcr  j>art  of  the 
Report  should  be  rect  ived.”  I  doubt  not, 
said  he,  that  w  hat  you  have  heard,  relating 
1<j  tiie  progress  of  tlxj  Gospel,  will  till  every 
heart  with  tiie  liveliest  joy.  We  are  met 
on  a  most  solemn  occasion,  and  should  con¬ 
sider  ourselves  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  engaged  lo  promote  his  cause 
in  the  world,  and  lo  extend  the  borders  of 
)iti  kingdom  to  (he  remotest  euds  of  the 


earth.  And  I  trust  there  has  been  many  e 
prayer  oftered  up,  that  a  double  portion  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  moy  be  poured  out  ujion  us, 
and  that  we  may  sjieak,  and  hear,  on  sub¬ 
jects  re  lating  to  Missions,  with  all  that 
solemnity,  and  with  all  that  ardent  zeal  for 
advancing  the  cause  of  Christ,  which  those 
who  are  redeemed  by  his  blood,  ought  to 
feel. 

We  met  in  this  place  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  Society,  in  the  year  1795. 
Those  of  us  that  were  then  present,  may 
recollect  what  were  then  our  tee  lings. 
.\nd  what  are  they  now  Have  we  been 
disappointed.^  No;  far  from  it.  \N  e  have 
reason  to  adore  the  goodness  of  God,  that 
the  Saviour  has  smiled  upon  our  under¬ 
taking,  and  displayed  his  highest  approba¬ 
tion  of  it.  \^■hat  has  been  contained  in  the 
Rej>nrt  presents  to  us  a  most  delightful 
scene.  .  And,  that  RejHjrt  is  strengthened 
by  letters  whicli  I  have  received  from  the 
Missionaries  themselves;  and  when  I  read 
of  their  diligence  in  learning  languages,  of 
their  zeal  in  preaching,  of  their  pains  in 
translating  the  Scriptures,  and  their  care  to 
circulate  tracts,  and  to  establish  schools ; 
and  of  their  interesting  journeys  to  distant 
places  to  preach’ the  (ios|>el  ;  I  count  it  a 
matter  of  the  liveliest  joy.  1  have  no  fear 
relating  to  ultimate  success.  Here  are  the 
means  employed  and  the  promise  of  God 
has  secun  d  to  us  his  blessing. 

Some  think  tliere  is  nothing  done  until 
they  hear  of  success.  But  supposfj  a  ship 
were  1}  ing  at  am  hor  in  the  harbour,  day 
after  day — a  shij)  that  is  seaworthy,  and 
w’eil  manned,  and  laden  with  a  cargo  of  the 
finest  wheat,  lor  a  distant  part  of  the  world, 
to  feed  the  needy  inhabitants — an  ignorant 
landsman  might  say,  “  \V  hy  continue  here 
so  long  ?  will  never  be  able  to  reach 

the  destined  |>ori.”  A  sailor  might  reply, 
“  Do  }ou  not  know’,  that  die  wind  has  been 
contrary  t — by-and-by  it  will  be  favourable, 
and  then  we  shall  make  progress.”  i\ow', 
thus  it  is  w  ith  respect  to  the  success  of  the 
Gospel.  Where  its  niinisU  rs  arc  labouring 
we  may  expect,  with  contidtiice  and  a^- 
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snrancr,  that,  whrn  all  is  prepared,  the  (  ^reat  Head  of  tiie  Church  has  showed  this. 


Spirit  of  God  will  breathe  on  our  labour. 


and  then  glorious  effects  will  be  produced. 


that  the  minister  was  not  before  labouring: 


in  vain ;  but  that  he  was  breaking  up  the 


But  while  we  have  the  joy  of  witnessing!  fallow  ground,  and  the  field  was  preparing 
extensive  and  diligent  labours,  w’e  have  ■  for  that  crop  which  afterward  covered  it. 
also  the  joy  of  remarkable  success.  What  a}  This  should  encourage  us,  and  excite  in  us 
scene  is  presented  in  “  the  Society  Isles  !” —  |  a  syurit  of  prayer,  that  the  blessing  of  God 
the  most  unlikely  of  the  human  race,  for ;  may  attend  the  cause  of  missions. 


savagencss,  sensuality,  and  every'  thing  that  We  have  great  encouragement  to  pro- 


degradcs  the  human  character — the  most  j  coed,  and  ground  of  congratulation,  in 
unlikely  peo[>le,  according  to  all  human  ap- j  what  our  eyes  have  seeti,  as  to  the  labours 
pea!  ance,  to  be  converted.  What  praise  is  1  and  success  of  our  Mis.-ionaries,  ai.d  that 
due  to  those  men  who  w’aited  so  patiently,  j  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  wor  ld  has  ^een 
and  did  not  waif  in  vain.  And  now  such  a  j  aroused  to  uni*e  in  this  work  of  advariting 
scene  is  presented  as  the  world  has  not  of ( the  kingdom  of  ('hrist.  How  njany  st». 'eties 
late  years  hrought  to  view.  Idolatry  is  re- j  have  •sprung  up  since  ours!  We  tiave 
nounced  ;  fifty  places  of  worship  have  been  stirred  up  the  .spirit  of  Gliri?tians  abroad — 
erected  in  the  island  of  Taheite  alone  ;  and  •  In  Holland,  in  itici’and,  in  (.le.rmanv, 
the  other  islands  are  embracing  the  Gosp<d  :  j  and  above  all,  in  America  !  And  h.ow  many 


casting  awav  their  gods,  which  are  no 
«:ods :  the  .‘^abfrath  is  olrserved — family 
worship  attend<  d  to  :  thousands  learning  to 


have  been  stirred  u])  at  home  t  One  d‘  rio- 
mination  and  class  has  been  estabhjhinjr  a 
Missionary  .‘Society  after  another,  until. 


read.  What  a  picture! — what  spiritual ,  shall  I  say  the  last  has  now  a})peHr»d  :  .and 
gloiT  ! — what  delightful  prospects  !  Who,  |  the  diirnitaries  of  the  Bstahlished  Church 
after  tills,  will  doubt  the  success  of  missions,  j  are  preparing,  on  a  large  and  cxtciiaive 
and  sa\',  “the  time  is  not  come  for  the*  scale,  to  send  Missionaries  to  India  and 


Cord’s  house  to  be  built 


Ceylon.  May  God  give  them  suceess ! 


The  accounts  from  South  Africa  contain  1  Who  will  speak  against  missions  now,  and 
likeudse  the  most  pleasing  prospects.  They  call  them  entliusiastic  ^  It  is  no  small 
present  to  us  the  rudest  of  the  human  race,!  thing  that  the  minds  and  disposition.^  of  men 
in  various  places,  embracing  the  Gosped,  are  so  changed ;  if  we  goon,  at  this  rate, 
cultivating  their  fields,  becoming  rational '  we  know’  not  w  here  we  shall  stop ;  »here 
beings,  as  well  as  (diristians;  and  advanc- ■  will  be  the  adding  of  one  thing  to  another, 
ing  their  comfort  in  this  w  orld,  while  they  j  until  that  glorious  season,  when  ail  the 
enjoy  a  pros[)ect  of  happiness  in  the  world  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the  salvation  of 
to  come.  O!  w  hat  a  blessing  is  the  Gospel '  our  God.  We  are  now  surrounded  by 
to  nnnkind  even  in  the  present  life.  Irnany  other  Missionary  Societies  :  and  Ui.at 

There  are  two  differont  w’ays  in  which  consideration  imposes  duties  upon  us.  to 
God  works  with  respect  to  the  success  of  b<  have  aright  to  those  that  are  members  of 
the  Gospel.  Sometimes  he  grants  success  the  same  family.  Here  let  us  not  bo  want- 
at  first.  IVo  sooner  is  the  Gospel  preached,  I  ing.  We  shall  go  straight  forw’aid  in  ti  e 
than  conversions  take  place.  At  other  path  of  duty,  and  not  he  justled  out  of  i*. 
times  a  Missionary  may  appear  to  labour  ^  way  by  any,  but  pursue  those  methods  vr 
in  vain,  but  it  is  not  in  vain.  All  that  time  ;  consider  the  Gosjn?!  teaches  us,  in  order  - 
truths  W’ftre  entering  into  the  mind,  en- 1  carry  on  our  plans,  for  tlie  advant  eiricnT  i 
lightening  and  w  orking  upon  the  con- 1  Uie  cause  of  Christ  in  the  w  orld.  Hut  : 
science;  and  atterward,  by  the  blessing  of | we  do  thi.s,  let  us  show  a  plea.'^^nt  disc.  • 
God  upon  their  labours,  conyersions  have  |  lion  to  others.  Let  us  beware  of  .*oas‘.’'  -  - 

followed  close  one  upon  another;  and  the  j  let  us  not  cry,  Wc  are  the  people — w..  > 
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the  fittest  to  translate  the  Scriptures,  and 
promote  missions.  Away  with  such  con¬ 
temptible  boastings  as  these  !  Let  us,  with 
humility  and  gratitude,  acknowledge  all  the 
success  with  which  God  is  pleased  to  favour 
IIS,  but  let  there  be  no  spirit  of  l)oasting. 
Nor  should  there  be  any  detracting  from 
others.  We  are  not  rivals,  we  are  fellow'- 
iabourers  of  the  same  Master,  and  should' 
have  the  spirit  of  brethren.  How  mean 
should  we  be,  saying,  Such  a  Missionary 
.Society  has  this  bad  thing,  and  the  other 
had  thing — away  with  such  a  spirit  as  this. 
'J'hci-e  will  be  faults  in  Missionaries  of  all 
denominations;  all  will  have  their  mistakes, 
and  they  will  become  wiser  by  the  events 
til  at  occur. 

And  let  us  not  withhold  from  any  the  due 
fame  that  they  arc  entitled  to.  It  is  un¬ 
becoming  to  have  a  niggardly  spirit,  and  to 
withhold  due  praise  from  others,  because 
they  lalxiur  not  with  us.  A  \ciy  wise  and 
good  proposal  was  made  by  our  rt'spcctc;d 
friend,  resjM  cting  an  alteration  in  the  name 
of  the  S<x;iely.  W  hen  it  w  as  instituted,  it 
stood  nearly  alone — it  was  a  Gciural  Sod- 
and  the  name  was  by  no  means  impro- 
4>er:  but  oth^Jr  Societies  have  arisen.  It 
is  now  highly  proper  that  we  should  take  a 
name  that  may  not  be  thought  assuming  or 
improper.  L<  t  us  seek  to  maintain  a  spirit 
of  good  will  to  all.  1  endeavour  to  inculcate 
on  the  Missionaries  a  liberal  spirit,  free, 
•ailectionate  ;  to  act  according  to  thc*ir  own 
judgment ;  not  to  i>c  warped  by  am-,  but  to 
maintain  affection  to  all.  And  I  desire 
tliem  not  to  show  a  mean,  paltiy  spirit — to 
proselyte  otlters,  in  foreign  countries,  to 
their  own  peculiar  opinions  in  lesser  inat- 
tera ;  but  to  consider  others  as  brethren,  to 
let  them  follow  their  own  judgment ;  and  to 
act  in  all  things  with  a  dignity  that  becomes 
die  servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  W’e 
are  peculiarly  called  to  this,  because  our 
Society  is  not  a  Sectarian  Society,  but  a 
Christian  one,  grounded  on  the  general 
principles  of  the  Gospel.  W’^e  send  not  out 
Missionaries  to  establish  any  one  sect  or 
denomination,  but  to  form  tlicir  converts 


according  to  that  method  they  think  moit 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God.  As  then  wc 
stand  on  vantage  ground  as  to  the  liberality 
of  our  principles,  let  it  be  manifested  in  the 
lil^erality  of  our  conduct.  If  we  are  to  have 
any  emulation,  let  it  be  to  excel.  If  w  c  can 
excel  in  a  laudable,  Christian  way,  then 
W’e  do  right.  Let  us  seek  to  excel  in  the 
wisdom  of  our  plans,  in  the  choice  of  our 
fields  of  labour,  in  the  piety  and  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  our  Missionaries — and,  above  all, 
let  us  labour  to  excel  in  die  fervour  of  our 
prayer,  that  the  glorious  Gospel  may  be 
spread  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the 
sun  ;  and  that  our  Missionaries  may  have  a 
double  jiortion  of  die  Spirit  upon  them,  and 
their  labours  be  crow’ned  with  tlie  most  ex¬ 
tensive  success.  I  move  Uiat  the  Report,  &c. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  lUv. 
Mr.  Wardlaw’. 

REV.  MR.  WARDLAW. 

I  rise,  Sir,  most  cordially,  to  secof^d  the 
motion  which  has  now  been  made,  w  ith  the 
addition  of  that  part  of  it  which  the  venera¬ 
ble  Tutor  of  the  Academy  where  the  Mis¬ 
sionaries  are  trained,  has  modestly  omitted. 
We  embrace,  therefore,  the  whole  of  the 
motion.  That  the  Report,  in  all  its  parts, 
be  received,  adopted,  and  circulated,  for 
die  information  of  the  Christian  commu¬ 
nity. 

The  Report  w  hich  we  have  heard.  Sir, 
appf  ars  to  me  as  a  practical  commentary 
on  a  similitude  used  in  the  Scriptures,  the 
full  meaning  of  w  hich  we  cannot,  perhaps, 
in  our  colder  climate,  perfectly  appreciate. 
It  is  better  understood  in  warmer  climates, 
as  my  African  friend  beside  me  (Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell)  has  often  observed ;  “  as  cold  w  aters 
to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  ne  ws  from  a  far 
country.”  We  have  been  hearing  good 
news,  which  must  excite,  in  every  C'hristian 
bosom,  the  feelings  of  wonder,  love,  and 
praise.  And  were  there  no  other  reason 
why  this  Report  should  Ijc  printed  and  cir¬ 
culated,  than  that  w’e  may  communicate  to 
our  fellow-Christiaiis,  our  own  feelings  of 
delight,  that  would  be  sufficient.  But  w’e 
have  a  more  important  reason  dian  even 
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liils,  which  is,  that  by  the  communication  of 
fuch  intelligence  as  that  we  have  now 
heard,  we  are  to  keep  alive,  and  to  stimu¬ 
late  the  zeal  and  the  liberality  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community.  Addresses  may  be  deli- 
ver»*d,  and  addresses  may  be  printed  and 
circulated  ;  but  after  all,  I  apprehend  that 
/acts  are  the  best  arguments,  and  the  most 
powerful  stimulants.  And  when  W’e  exhibit 
su(  h  facts  to  the  public,  as  have  now  come 
before  ourselves,  we  apprehend  it  will  be 
impossible  for  those,  w’ho  feel  as  Christians, 
to  withhold  their  zealous  eflbrts,  and  lil*€ral 
contributions,  for  the  further  aid  of  this 
glorious  cause. 

Thirteen  years  ago.  Sir,  I  had  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  Iw'ing  present  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  this  Society  ;  and  it  is  now  my  delight  to 
witness  the  increasing  interest  which  since 
that  time  has  been  excited.  The  meeting 
was  then  held  in  a  place  comparatively 
.small ;  and  I  am  not  sure  whether  that 
place  w'as  entirely  filled.  1  rejoice  that 
there  is  now',  as  this  large  assembly  proves, 
so  much  more  extensive  an  interest  felt  in 
this  inetrojxilis,  in  the  cause  of  Christian 
missions.  I  rejoice  in  the  increased  regard 
paid  to  the  objects  of  this  Society'.  And  1 
cannot  think  of  this  great  metropolis  without 
rcmemlxring  the  words  of  the  Christian 
poet — 

“  O  1  thou  resort  and  mart  of  all  the  earth. 
Chequered  w  ith  all  complexions  of  mankind. 
And  spotted  with  nil  crimes,  in  whom  I  see 
Much  that  1  love,  and  more  that  1  admire, 

And  all  that  I  abhor  ” - 

And  I  cannot,  in  rejieating  these  words,  fail 
to  observe,  how  delighted  that  Christian 
poet  would  have  been,  had  he  lived  to  the 
present  hour,  and  seen  so  much  more  in 
this  metrojxilis,  both  of  what  he  loved  and 
what  he  admired ;  and  with  what  pleasure 
he  would  have  swept  the  lyre  of  poetry  in 
sounding  the  praises  of  the  Bible  and  Mis¬ 
sionary  Societies,  and  the  success  with 
which  the  Most  High  has  crowned  their 
efforts. 

I  have  often  thought  of  the'  stimulus  that 
has  been  given  to  the  w'hole  surrounding 


Christian  W'orld,  by  the  Institutions  that 
have  within  these  few  years  been  formed  in 
this  country.  When  w'e  look  around,  and 
see  the  immense  influence  of  Bible  Societiet, 
and  Missionary  Societies,  and  Tract  So¬ 
cieties,  throughout  the  whole  earth,  what 
British  Ijosom  does  not  glow,  and  bound 
with  transport,  to  recollect  that  the  im¬ 
pulse  w'liirh  has  set  all  this  moi*al  machi¬ 
ne!}  in  motion  W’as  given  in  Britain  f  Who 
dof.'S  not  rejoice,  that  the  trumpet  that  has 
called  forth  this  immense  army  of  the  living 
God,  W’hose  banner  is  the  cross — whose 
marcli  is  silent  and  rapid — whose  conquests 
arc  bloodless,  and  final  triumphs  sure — was 
sounded  fi*om  the  shores  of  his  native 
island  ^  There  was  a  time,  in  the  ministry 
of  our  Saviour,  when  certain  Greeks  said 
to  lUiilip,  “  Sir,  we  would  see  Jesus.’’  And 
when  the  message  was  delivered  to  the 
blessed  Redeemer,  he  said,  “  The  hour  is 
come,  that  the  Son  of  man  should  be  glo¬ 
rified  ;  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  exr 
cept  a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground 
and  die,  it  abideth  alone ;  but  if  it  die,  it 
bringeth  forth  much  fruit.”  The  corn  of 
wheat  fell  into  the  ground,  and  died,  and  it 
abode  not  alone,  it  brought  forth  much 
fruit.  The  little  handful  that  immediately 
arose  from  it,  was  sown  on  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  of  Judea;  and  it  has  shaken  in 
the  course  of  time  with  prosperous  fi-uit; 
and  the  whole  earth  is  now  filled  with  its 
abundant  produce.  \Vc  rejoice  in  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  Saviour’s  kingdom ;  we  re¬ 
joice  that,  while  engaged  in  it,  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  with  regard  to  its  issue. 
Who  can  now  call  in  question  tlie  propriety 
of  missionary  exertions  ?  or,  who  will  now 
dispute  the  propriety  of  tarrying  forward 
those  exertions  with  increasing  vigour  and 
enlargement  of  oj>eration  f  We  rejoice  in 
anticipating  a  period  when  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth  shall  see  the  salvation  of  our 
God ;  when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord 
and  of  his  Christ.  1  believe  from  niy 
heart  that,  when  tlie  Saviour  uttered  the 
words  which  1  before  alluded  to,  he  had 
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present  to  his  all-comprehensive  mind  a 
complete  view  of  the  history  of  the  pro- 
grcs!>  of  the  Church  to  the  close,  of  time  ; 
that  tu'saw  the  success  of  his  Gospel  which 
was  s(X)Ji  to  apjH'ar  on  the  day  of  rente- 
cost,  and  darted  forward  his  omniscient 
eye.  throu^^h  successive  g;eneratioiis,  taking 
in  all  the  laL>ours  of  this  and  other  Societies, 
and  the  etVects  thence  resultiiiir,  even  to  the 
fi.ial  consummation  of  all  thinsts,  when  a 
muliicude  which  no  man  can  number  shall 
be  gathered  out  of  all  kiiifidoins,  and  peo¬ 
ple,  and  nations,  and  tontfues,  to  celebrate 
the  riches  of  redeemintr  s»*dce. 

O  C 

TUF.  CHAIRMAN. 

You  have,  by  the  vole  you  hare  just 
passed,  expresi^ed  your  feelinjrs  on  the  ten- 
d*  ncy,  nature,  arid  success  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  th«'  Society  during  the  past  year. 
But,  my  friends,  it  becomes  us  to  ask, 
\\  ho  hath  done  those  thing’s  of  which  we 
have  heard  ?  W  e  cannot  attribute  them  to 
the  agents  which  have  been  emjtloyed,  for 
that  would  Ix)  rearing  in  England  that  idol¬ 
atry  which  we  are  desirous  to  suppress 
th»ough  all  the  world.  It  has  the  refon- 
been  judged  ex|)edient  and  becoming,  by 
the  Directors  who  prepared  and  arranged 
Uie  proceedings  of  this  day,  that,  at  this 
stage  of  the  business,  a  solemn  and  a  hutn- 
ble  expression  l)e  given  by  us,  in  our  a5>o- 
ciated  capac  ity,  to  the  great  .Author  of  all 
mere  ies,  for  the  success  w  ith  which  he  ha> 
been  pleased  to  favour  the  operations  of 
this  Sex  if  U  during  the  past  year.  Tltis  is 
proposed  to  be  done,  by  calling  upon  a 
re’,  erend  friend  now  present,  to  (iller  up  in 
a  brief  mant»er,  suitable  expressions  of 
thanksgiving  to  the  God  and  Father  of  oi;r 
I.(»:d  Jesus  Christ ;  and  hy  singing  a  hymn 
which  has  been  comr)Osed  for  tin*  (xcasion 


ScK'iety.  Whether  we  reflect  on  the  abi* 
lity,  the  zeal,  and  the  diligence  of  it>  Mis¬ 
sionaries,  the  doors  of  entrance  among  the 
Heathens  which  the  great  Head  of  the 
Churc  h  has  oj>enrd  before  them  ;  or  the 
ever-growing  facility  for  carrying  on  this 
great  work  from  year  to  yc^ar  ;  or  whether 
we  consider  the  increasing  zeal  which  is 
manifestc  d  among  the  Churches,  that  spirit 
of  prayer  which  the  Holy  .Spirit  of  Jehovah 
has  poured  out  upon  his  pe  ople,  the  con¬ 
tributions  which  have  flowed  during  the 
past  year  into  the  treasury  of  this  Society, 
the  important  Auxiliary  Sexieties  which 
have  been  formed  in  aid  of  it — I  say,  in 
what  light  sexver  we  view  the  subject,  we 
see  abundant  cause  of  congratulation  for 
j  the  signal  blessings  that  have  rested  upon 
!  this  institution.  Surely,  .Sir,  we  arc  W'ar- 
ranted  to  ap[)ly  to  ourselves  those  word* 
of  our  adorable  Redeemer,  which  he  ad¬ 
dressed  to  his  disciples,  when  referring  to 
the  propagation  of  his  kingdom  among  men 
— ‘  Blessed  arc  your  eyes,  for  they  see,  and 
your  ears,  for  they  hear.’  We  have  been 
privileged  to  live  in  a  day  in  which  the 
Zeal  and  the  activity  of  Christians  have 
been  aroused  into  action;  we  have  been 
called  to  stand  still  and  see  the  salvation  of 
our  God.  \\v  have  seen  him  making  hare 
his  holy  arm  before  the  face,  of  all  nations. 
Our  iriore  immediate  ancestors  could 
sfarr  (‘ly  have  fornu  d  an  idea  of  the  possi¬ 
bility  (►f  what  we  now’  witness!  'I'hey  be¬ 
lieved  ancient  prophecy,  and  made  it  the 
matter  of  tlieir  earnest  prayer  before  God  ; 
but  they  ajvpear  not  to  have  been  pene¬ 
trated  with  a  sense  of  the  imperious  duty 
binding  upon  (’hristians,  at  all  times  to  en¬ 
deavour,  by  every  possible  efli>rt,  to  extend 
the  inie  knowledge  of  salvation  unto  those 
who  art;  sitting  iti  darkne.ss,  and  in  the  re¬ 
gion  of  trie  shadow  of  death.  This  privi¬ 
lege  was  reserved  for  us.  It  is  our  happy 
lot  to  he  born  in  times  in  whic  h  tlie  <  rrer- 
gies  of  the  ('hristian  world  arc  called  into 
actioa  in  behalf  of  tire  cause  of  Jesus,  and 
to  the  help  of  thf;  Lord  against  the  mighty. 
Within  a  few  years  how  much  has  been 
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♦-.fli  cU-d  for  the  extension  *  If  the  Gospel  ! 
Into  how  many  countries  have  the  ^lad  ti- 
dirij^s  of  salvation  been  carried  by  the  Mis¬ 
sionaries  sent  out  from  this  and  similar 
institutions. 

Let  us  look  etOtaheite;  what  has  there 
b(  en  eflectcd !  those  poor  idolaters,  a  few 
yeajs  aj:*o,  were  sunk  into  the  grossest 
sensuality,  and  appeared  incapable  of  ele¬ 
vating  their  minds  above  the  things  of  time 
or  sense — now  humbled  in  the  dust,  Ijefore 
Jehovah.  The  Hindoo  too  is  forsaking  the 
unsatisfactory  doctrines  of  Bramah,  silting 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  who  was  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart,  and  receiving  the  law  at  his 
lips.  'I’he  Chinese  also  is  tearing  from  the 
walls  of  his  apartment,  his  paper  gods, 
throwing  them  into  tlie  fire,  acknowledging 
Jehovah  to  be  the  only  wise,  and  the  only 
true  (iod.  The  |X>or  Hottentot,  sunk  to 
the  very  lowest  possible  state  of  human  de¬ 
gradation,  is  elevated  by  the  Gospel,  und 
takes  his  place  among  the  children  of  God. 

It  is  impossible  to  turn  your  attention 
towards  Asia  without  cinticipating  the  great¬ 
est  and  iiK^st  glorious  results.  And  parti¬ 
cularly,  1  would  advert  to  the  Tartar  na¬ 
tions,  to  whom,  as  you  have  heard  this 
day,  two  valuable  Missionaries  have  been 
si'iit.  I  say  two  JMissionancSf  for  I  have 
the  jileasure  of  iM'ing  intimately  acquainted 
with  both,  and  with  those  who  are  united 
to  them  as  partners  in  life.  I  had  the  plea¬ 
sure  last  year  of  hearing  Mr.  Stallibras, 
in  St.  Petersburg,  liear  testimony  to  the 
glory  and  excellence  of  Jesus;  and  never 
shall  I  foiget  the  impression  that  apj^t'aied 
to  be  made  upon  the  audience  there,  when 
he,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  .Missionary,  look 
for  his  first  text  those  word?  of  the  .\p03tle, 
‘  I  am  not  a.^hamed  of  the  Gos}xd  of  Christ 
— for  it  fs  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation, 
to  every  one  that  believeth.’  Mr.  Raliinn 
was  a  Swedish  clergyman  in  G'ottenburgii ; 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with 
him  nearly  five  years.  Long  had  his  heart 
been  set  upon  missionary  lal>ours — long 
had  he  dosircM  the  op[x>rlunity  of  comins’ 
ever  to  this  highly-favoured  country,  and, 


if  jH)ssible,  to  this  more  highly-favoured 
metro[)olis,  (hat  he  might  aid  in  the  labours 
of  British  (.'hristians  ;  and  he  had  actually 
in  [irospect  an  advantageous  situation  in 
London ;  but  this  he  readily  relinquished 
for  the-  sake  of  carrying  the  Gospel  to  the 
Heathen. 

I  conclude.  Sir,  by  reading  the  resolution 
that  has  been  put  into  my  hands : 

11.  That  the  most  grateful  thanks  of  this 
meeting  I->e  given  to  all  who  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  funds  of  this  Society,  especially 
to  the  .Ministers  and  Congivgations  who 
have  made  collections — to  the  Treasurers, 
Secretaries,  Collectors,  and  .Members  of 
the  Auxiliary  Societies,  Ladies’  Societies, 
Juvenile  Societies,  and  other  Associations; 
and  that  they  be  earne  stly  requested  to  per- 
seven'  in  their  active  and  zealous  exertions. 

This  resolution  was  seconded  by  the 
Rev.  Jabez  Bunting,  of  the  W’eslevan  con¬ 
nexion. — 

To  Judas  the  traitor,  our  blessed  Saviour 
once  addressed  a  very  cutting  question, 
when  he  said,  *  Wherefore  art  thou  comer’ 
It  is  very  possible  that,  after  the  enuncia¬ 
tion  you  have  done  the  honour  to  make  of 
my  particular  connexion  with  another  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  some  persons  present  maj 
be  half  disposed  to  ask  itie  a  similar  ques¬ 
tion.  I  can  assure  you.  Sir,  and  I  can 
assure  this  respected  audience,  that  I  come 
with  no  traitorous  intent,  that  I  come  with 
no  hostile  purpose.  Hostile  to  this  Society 
no  person  can  be  who  is  not  hostile  to  the 
general  cause  of  missions,  in  the  jvromo- 
tion  of  which,  God  1ms  honoured  diis  So¬ 
ciety,  by  calling  it  to  take  so  VMvp  emi¬ 
nent  and  distinguished  apart.  Ho.'tile  to 
the  cause  of  missions,  I  tiiink,  no  nem  '  an 
be,  wh«)  is  not  hostile  to  (.iinsiia  lilv  ;  for 
I  consider  Cniristiaiety  tc  i.e  nothing 

more  than  one  grand  co.^P'eljen'=;ive  mis¬ 
sionary  estubii'hnu  nt ;  wl,G  ;ver,  llieu-fore, 
is  hosiilc  to  tb’s  cause,  vv'iatever  he  may 
say  with  his  lips,  is,  f  veril)  believe,  more 
or  less  an  inf  le!  at  heart.  Ibit.  pc. ‘haps 
it  becomes  me  rather  to  no*,  so  n;  jch 
why  I  come  to  altcno  this  meeting.  4 
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came  indeed  for  flic  fame  purposes  which 
tile  audience  in  general  has  in  view ;  I 
came  to  enjoy  Christian  pleasure— -Chris¬ 
tian  edification.  I  came  here  to-day,  be¬ 
cause,  on  similar  occasions  in  time  past,  I 
have  deriv'ed,  I  trust,  much  permanent 
profit  from  attending  your  meetings.  The 
question  which  it  becomes  me  to  answer, 
is,  What  apolog}'  can  I  make  for  my  pre¬ 
sumption  in  thus  presenting  myself  before 
this  assembly,  when  surrounded  by  such 
men  as  those  who  now  surround  me : 
and  why  I  have  taken  auy  part  at  all  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  meeting.^  It  was 
by  the  merest  accident  I  was  introduced 
to  the  platform;  and  then  the  Directors 
of  the  Society  did  me  the  honour  to  re¬ 
quest  that  I  would  second  the  motion 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand.  My  heart  w'ould 
not  allow  me  to  refuse  such  a  pleasure.  I 
am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  testify¬ 
ing  mv  respect  for  this  institution  ;  my  ar¬ 
dent  admiration  of  the  zeal,  industry',  and 
patient  perseverance,  which  the  Officers  of 
this  Society  have  manifested  for  now  twen¬ 
ty-three  years ;  and  my  unfeigned  sympatliy 
with  it,  in  those  successes  with  w’hich  its 
labours  have  been  crowned  in  various  parts 
of  the  world.  Neither  could  I  resist  the 
inclination  which  I  felt,  to  embrace  this 
opportunity  for  demonstrating  my  perfect 
concurrence  in  those  sentiments  w’hich  Dr. 
Boguc  addressed  to  us  in  his  opening 
speech ;  particularly  those  sentiments  which 
ndate  to  a  proper  and  becoming  conduct  in 
Missionary  Socielies  towards  each  other, 
who  are  all  co-operating  in  the  same  field, 
faliouring  to  accomplish  the  same  great  and 
t  onimon  object,  by  what  are  substantially 
die  same  means. 

1  express  with  the  greatest  sincerity  my 
« aniest  wish,  that  all  Missionary  Societies 
may  follow  his  judicious  and  parental  ad¬ 
vice.  I  trust  the  lime  will  come  when 
*  Kphraim  will  not  envy  Judah,  nor  Judah 
vex  Fphraiin.’  It  appears  to  me,  Sir,  that 
die  success  of  one  Missionary  Society  is 
♦lie  success  of  cveiy  other  that  has  Chris- 
tliin  principles  for  its  foundation.  I  am 
-nre  I  have  received  great  advantage  from 


the  publications  of  this  Society,  from  th€ 
example  of  this  Society,  and  from  those 
accounts  w’hich  it  has  been  mv  felicity  to 
hear  from  time  t9  time  of  its  success.  Your 
zeal  has  provoked  very  many,  encouraged 
many,  and  I  trust  will  continue  to  do  so, 
more  and  more.  AVith  respect  to  the  mo¬ 
tion  that  I  am  called  to  second,  that  it  is 
the  bounden  duty,  &c.  I  heartily  concur  in 
the  sentiments  expressed ;  I  nevertheless 
think  that  the  Ministers  and  Congregations, 
and  Auxiliary  Societies,  &c*  have  already 
received  a  still  higher  reward  than  this  re¬ 
solution,  how’ever  cordially  passed,  can  con¬ 
fer  u|X)n  them.  They  have  had  their  re¬ 
ward  in  their  w'ork. 

The  Gospel  is  essentially  a  Missionary 
Gospel— a  Gospe  l  for  all  nations.  And  w’e 
never  enter  fully  into  its  spirit,  till  we  are 
led  to  view  it  in  this  light,  and  place  it  in 
this  light  before  our  respective  congrega¬ 
tions.  And  I  am  persuaded  that,  while  the 
congregations  have  so  liberally  assisted 
your  funds,  and,  as  instruments  in  the  hands 
of  God,  have  l)een  w’atering  others,  they 
have  been  watered  themselves.  I  trust  that 
those  to  whom  this  refers,  will  consider  the 
acknowledgements  which  this  Society  an¬ 
nually  pays  them,  as  a  sort  of  additional 
obligation  to  be  ‘  steadfast  and  immoveable, 
always  abounding  in  the  w  ork  of  the  Lord.’ 
It  is  no  small  honour  to  a  Minister  or  Con¬ 
gregation,  or  any  Auxiliary  Institution,  to 
have  the  public  acknow  ledgements  of  a  So¬ 
ciety  such  as  this.  And,  as  in  other  cases, 
where  there  is  honour,  there  is  obligation  ; 
it  becomes  every  Minister,  every  Congre¬ 
gation,  every  Auxiliary  Institution,  to  de¬ 
serve^  by  additional  exertions,  the  honour 
that  is  thus  annually  conferred. 

Much  has  been  done  by  Missionarj  So¬ 
cieties  in  the  cause  of  missions ;  much  yet 
remains  to  be  done.  Our  various  denomi¬ 
nations  have  within  their  own  power  al¬ 
most  incredible  inean.s  of  enlarging  their 
exertions,  by  increased  contributions  at 
home.  Sir,  when  it  is  a  well-known  fact, 
that  of  the  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  the  annual 
receipts  have  been  80,0001.  never  falling 
below  60,0001. ;  when  it  is  known,  that  thr 
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][i)vers  of  those  amusements  in  this  metro¬ 
polis  have  contributed  so  largely  to  the 
funds  of  one  theatre  only,  in  the  coarse  of 
one  year;  what  cannot  the  friends  of  Jesus 
Christ  do  in  all  England,  if  their  energies 
be  but  properly  excited,  and  if  they  are  but 
alive,  as  they  ought  to  be,  to  the  honour  of 
God,  and  the  salvation  of  their  fellow-men  ? 
Sir,  I  feel  that  I  ought  to  apologize — I  olfer 
to  God  my  hearty  thanksgivings  for  your 
past  successes,  and  my  fervent  petitions 
that  they  may  be  multiplied  in  time  to 
come,  till  ‘  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover 
the  sea.* 

[To  he  concluded  in  our  next.] 


The  Report  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  F. 
Schermcrhom  and  Jacob  Van  Vechten, 
Missionaries  in  Up|Xir  Canada,  has  been 
put  into  our  hands,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  extracts  for  publication.  This 
report  was  made  to  the  Committee  of 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
and  by  them  transmitted  to  the  General 
Synod,  at  their  Session  in  June.  No  part 
of  tills  interesting  Report  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  in  the  minutes  of  that  Reverend 
Assembly,  except  what  related  to  the 
Churches  under  their  care.  And  as  it 
contains  important  information,  respect¬ 
ing  the  slate  of  Qiurchcs  in  other  deno¬ 
minations,  we  shall  give  occasional  ex¬ 
tracts  from  it,  in  hopes  that  it  may  call 
the  attention  of  the  several  denomina¬ 
tions  to  the  destitute  condition  of  their 
own  Churches ;  and  w  ith  the  view'  of  in¬ 
forming  Missionary  Societies,  and  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  Ministry',  where  they  may 
find  an  extensive  field  of  labour. 

Editors. 

To  the  Standing  Committee  of  J^Iissioiis  of 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  JVorth  America. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeably  to  our  appointment,as  Mission¬ 
aries  to  the  province  of  Upper  Cjinuda,  we 


commenced  our  mission  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  entered  the  province  at 
Prescot.  We  proceeded  down  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  to  Cornwall,  opposite  to  St. 
Regis.  F’rom  this  place  we  returned  to 
Prescot,  and  went  up  the  river  to  Kingston ; 
thence  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  On¬ 
tario  to  York ;  from  thence  to  Lake  Sincoe, 
within  forty  miles  of  Lake  Huron.  From 
Lake  Sincoe  we  returned  to  York  ;  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  around  the  head  of  the  Lake  to 
Grand  River,  and  from  that  to  Long  Point  on 
Lake  Erie.  From  this  w’e  returned  to  the 
head  of  Burlington  Bay,  and  passed  along 
the  south  side  of  the  Lake  to  Niagara,  and 
thence  up  the  Niagara  River  to  Fort  Erie, 
and  crossed  at  Black  Rock  ;  and  from  thi.s 
took  the  most  direct  rout  home.  The  dis¬ 
tance  we  have  travelled  is  about  tliirteeii 
hundred  miles.  The  time  w’e  W'ere  engaged 
in  the  ser\  ice  of  the  Mission  thirteen  weeks, 
we  were  received  by  the  people  with  great 
hospitality  and  kindness,  and  they  appeared 
anxious  to  hear  the  word  of  God  dispensed. 
Many  in  different  places,  were  deeply 
affected  under  preaching,  and  we  can  truly 
say,  w  e  have  not  preached  to  a  single  inat¬ 
tentive  audience  in  Canada.  On  the  Sab¬ 
bath  we  preached  at  separate  places.  We 
W’ere  not  always  able  to  collect  the  people 
together  for  preaching  in  the  w’eek  time,  on 
account  of  their  being  engaged  in  harvest ; 
still,  besides  preaching  every  Sabbath,  we 
have  delivered  trom  three  to  five  sermons  a 
week  ;  and  in  all  we  have  preached  up¬ 
wards  of  eighty  sermons.  It  w'as  not  in  our 
power  to  pay  any  special  attention  to  visit¬ 
ing  of  schools  and  families ;  though  they 
have  not  l)een  wholly  neglected.  The. 
Lord’s  supper  has  not  been  administered  by 
us  while  on  our  mission  :  but  we  have  bap¬ 
tized  four  children,  whose  parents  appeared 
to  be  sensible  of  the  nature  of  the  ordinance, 
and  gave  evidences  of  faith  and  piety.  To 
give  you  a  detailed  account  of  each  day’s 
j  labour  would  necessarily  occa*ion  much 
repetition.  We  shall  therefore  lay  before 
you  a  statistical  view’  of  Upper  Canada, 

I  comprising  the  different  towns,  w  itli  thr* 
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number  of  inhabitants  in  each,  according  to 
the  best  sourres  of  information  we  could 
obtain;  the  towns  in  each  district,  with  the 
number  of  INlinisters  and  Churchc^s  of  the 
diftereiit  denominations  in  them;  the  Mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  different  Societies  who 
labour  in  the  province,  accompanied  with  ! 
such  observations  and  remarks  as  occurred, 
and  as  are  applicable  to  the  subject  of  Mis¬ 
sions. 

The  civil  divisions  of  the  province  of 
Upjxir  Canada  are  districts,  counties,  and 
towi»s  ;  but  we  shall  take  notice  only  of  the 
districts  and  towns. 

The  whole  number  of  inhabitants  does 
not  e?;ceed  100,0)0.  The  districts  are  leu. 
These  are,  commencing  at  the  lower  €‘nd 
of  (he  province,  Ottawa,  Eastern,  Johns¬ 
town,  Midland,  Xcw-Castle,  Home,  Gore, 
^Viagara,  London,  and  Western. 

Ottawa  district  is  situated  a’oiig  the  Ot¬ 
tawa  Kiver,  which  separates  it  from  Luwer 
Canada,  and  contains  aUmt  2,000  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  comprises  the  following  (own- 
ships :  Hawkesborough,  Longuiel,  .Mfred, 
r^lantagenet,  Clarence,  Cumberland,  Glou¬ 
cester,  which  are  situated  on  the  River:  and 
ill  the  n  arof  them  are  Osgixide,  Russel,  and 
Cambridge,  and  these  contain  but  few  in- 
liabitants.  The  st  tlleinents  in  this  district 
are  principally  on  the  Ottawa  River.  'I'he 
settlers  on  both  sides  of  the  River  are 
chiefly  emigrants  from  the  United  States. 
The  only  religious  instruction  they  have  is 
from  the  Methodists,  who  have  a  circuit 
through  this  district,  a.id  one  itinerant  on  it. 
The  village  of  St.  Andrews  is  situated  on 
die  Ottawa  River,  but  in  tlie  lower  pro¬ 
vince.  It  is  principally  settled  by  Ameri¬ 
cans,  and  they  are  anxious  to  obtain  n  Pre-s- 
byterian  Minister.  This  we  are  informed 
is  an  important  station,  where  a  Missionary 
might  bo  stationed  to  advantage,  whose 
circuit  might  extend  up  the  Ottawa  to  the 
Rideau  River,  beyond  which  the  settle¬ 
ments  are  few  and  scattering. 

Eastern  Di>trict  contains  about  1 3,f)0t) 
itihabitants,  and  the  following  towns,  with 
the  Churches  and  Ministers  of  the  different 
denominations  in  each  town. 


Lancaster  town,  1  Presbyterian  Church. 
^'acant.  A  Missionary  from  Scotland  ap- 
|)ointed  for  three  years,  and  a  Raptist  Elder. 

Charlottesburgh  town,  2  Presbyterian 
Churches,  Vacant.  1  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Cornwall  town,  1  Episcopal  Church,  1 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  1  Presbyterian 
Church.  Vacant.  1  Episcopal  Rector,  2 
Roman  Priests. 

Osnahurgh  (own,  1  Episcopal  Church,  1 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  1  Lutheran  Soci¬ 
ety.  1  Episcopal  Rector,  1  Lutheran  Mi¬ 
nister. 

Williarnsburgh  town,  one  Episcopal 
Church,  1  Reformed  Dutch  C'hurch,  1  Lu¬ 
theran  Society.  1  Presbyterian  Minister 
settled  for  one  year.  IVeaching  in  the 
Dutch  (Jiurch. 

Matilda  town,  1  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

Kenyon  town,  1  Presbyterian  Society. 
Vacant. 

Roxburgh,  Finch,  Winchester,  and 
Mountain  towns.  'Fhe  American  .Metho¬ 
dists  have  a  circuit  through  this  District,  on 
which  are  two  itinerants  ;  and  a  Me»*ting 
House  in  the  town  of  Matilda. 

There  is  also  an  English  Methodist  who 
has  formed  a  circuit  frcm  parts  of  the 
Eastern  and  Johnstown  Districts. 

The  last  five-mentioned  towns  have  com¬ 
paratively  few  inhabitants ;  but  the  other 
towns  in  this  District,  being  situated  along 
the  St.  Lawrence,  arc  well  settled  by  able 
farmers. 

The  inhabitants  in  the  towns  of  Lancas¬ 
ter,  Charlottesburgh,  Cornwall,  Kenyon, 
Roxburgh,  and  Finch,  are  principally  from 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  continue  (o 
speak  the  Gaelic  language.  3’he  other 
towns  arc  settled  with  loyalists  and  emi- 
jrrants  from  the  United  States.  The  late 
Rev.  Mr.  Bethunc  was  the  Pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Societies  in  this  District ;  but 
at  present  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
F4»itcher,  who  is  well  spoken  of,  preaches  to 
tliem,  but  he  has  received  no  license  to 
preach  from  any  ecclesiastical  jndica- 
1  torv. 
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The  Dutch  congregation  in  Matilda  has 
a  house  of  worship  about  15  miles  Ijelow 
Frescot,  and  that  of  Osnaburj^h  has  one 
aoout  18  miles  further.  VVilliamsburgh 
will  probably  soon  build  one  about  half 
way  between  the  other  two.  These  con- 
|!^rcj;ations  consist  principally  of  High  and 
Low  Dutch  families,  who  moved  from 
Schoharie  and  the  Mohawk,  during,  or  im¬ 
mediately  after,  the  revolutionary  war, 
being  loyalists.  They  were  first  formed 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Frefl'el,  an  Indejn  nd- 
ent  CJerrnan  Reformed  Minister.  In  1806 
they  were  taken  under  the  care  of  our  Synod. 


The  lalx)urs  of  our  former  Missionaries  were 
still  gratefully  remembered  and  felt,  and 
the  ('ircular  sent  out  by  the  Committee  in 
1801,  had  sensibly  i-evived  and  strength¬ 
ened  their  attachment.  They  hare  resolved 
to  join  in  the  formation  of  a  Classis,  and  to 
use  means  to  settle  a  Minister ;  and  also  tc» 
employ  Mr.  Taylor,  a  Burgher  Minister 
from  Scotland,  for  one  year.  They  are 
abundantly  able,  and  we  hope  willing,  to 
support  a  Minister.  There  is  a  valuable 
parsonage  lot  attached  to  each  of  these  con- 
I  gregalions. 


d 

a 
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NEW  ENTVrLOP.TDIA. 

Our  readers  will  doubtless  be  somewhat 
surprised  to  find  that  the  ]>ublication  of  a 
new  Enc}  clo])a-dia,  under  the  title  of  The 
E.NCVCLOr.T.DI  A  M  ETKOPOLITAN  A,  Or  Util- 
vt  rsal  Diciionarif  of  Knou'ledge^  has  just 
been  comnienc<  d  in  London.  Amid  tl;e 
numerous  works  of  this  description  which 
tiuve  issued  from  the  press,  another  one  atj 
the  jjFf  sent  time  was  scarcely  to  hare  been ' 
expected.  The  fact  however  may  be  con-  j 
sidf'ifd  as  indicative  of  the  literarv  taste  ofi 

•  j 

the  day,  at  the  same  lime  that  it  |>roves  the  i 
niunlticent  patronage  extended  to  literature! 


by  the  British  public.  The  present  Encvcio 
piedia  is  constructed  on  principles  dilTerent 
from  all  that  have  preceded  it  in  Great - 
Britain.  It  embraces  the  two-fold  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  philosophical  and  an  alphabetical 
arrangeme.nt.  The  conductors  state  that 
‘‘  much  attention  has  Ikcii  paid  to  the  se¬ 
curing,  a?  far  as  possible,  two  objects — that 
each  part  should  contain  some  interesting 
and  useful  treatises,  complete  ;  and  that  the 
connexion  of  the  whole  system  of  the  art' 
and  sciences  should  be  preserved  unim¬ 
paired.”  The  following  is  an  outline  of  tlif^ 
general  plan  of  the  work. 


PLAjX. 


GENERAL  INTRODUCTION. — Being  a  preliminary  Treatise  on  the  Scienee 

Method. 


FIRST  DIVISION.— PURE  SCIENCES,  2  VoD. 


FORMAL. 


Universal  Grammar  and  Philology  :  or  the  forms  of  Languages. 

Logic,  partic  ular  and  universal :  or  the  forms  of  Conceptions  and  their 
comhinations. 

Math*  matins:  (Geometry,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  A:c.)  or  the  forms  and 
coustiBctions  of  Figure  and  .Number. 
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I'  Metaphysics :  or  the  universal  principles  and  conditions  of  Experience, 
having:  for  its  object  the  Keality  of  our  speculative  knowledge  in 
general. 

Morals:  or  the  principles  and  conditicms  of  the  coincidence  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  will  with  die  universal  reason,  having  for  its  object  (ho 
Reality  of  our  practical  knowledge :  (hence,  in  a  lower  stage,  Poli¬ 
tics  and  Human  Law.) 

Theology :  or  the  union  of  both  in  their  application  to  God,  the  Supreme. 
Reality. 


SECOND  DIVISION.—MIXED  and  APPLIED  SCIENCES,  6  Voh. 


-MIXED. 


Mechanics. 
Hydrostatics, 
<  Pnuematics. 
Optics. 
Astronomy. 


I. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

PHILOSOPHY. 


ri. 

TH  F 

FINE  ARTS. 


APPLIED.  < 


III. 

THE  USEFUL 
ARTS. 


IV. 

NATURAL 

HISTORY- 

V. 

APPLICATION 

OF 

NATURAL 

HISTORY. 


Magnetism. 

Electricity,  including  Galvanism. 

Chemistry. 

Light. 

Heat. 

Colour. 

Meteorology. 

Poetry,  introduced  by  Psycol(^'. 

Painting. 

<  Music. 

Sculpture. 

Architecture. 

^  Agriculture,  introduced  by  Political  Ecoa?- 
)  my. 

A  Commerce, 
f  Manufactures. 

'  Introduced  by  Physiology  in  its  widest  sense 
Inanimate  : — - — Chrystallography,  Geology, 

<  Mineralogy. 

Insentient : — Phytonomy,  Botany. 

^  Animate  : — Zoology. 

Anatomy. 

Surgerj*. 

.<  Materia  Medica. 

Phannacy. 

Medicine. 


THIRD  DIVISION.— BIOGRAPHICAL  and  HISTORICAL,  G  Vois. 

Biography  chronologically  arranged,  giving  the  only  real  view  of  History,  wiiix 
Chapters  of  National  History,  Political  Geography,  and  Chronology',  interspersed  anti 
accompanied  vvith  correspondent  Maps  and  Charts, 

FOURTH  DIVISION  — MISCELLANEOUS  and  LEXICOGRAPHICAL,  8  Vole. 

Alphabetical,  Miscellaneous,  and  Supplementary,  containing  a  Gazetteer  or  com¬ 
plete  Vocabulary  of  Geography ;  and  a  Philosophical  and  Etymological  Lexicon  of  the 
English  Language;  the  citations  arranged  according  to  Uie  age  of  the  Works  from 
which  they  are  selected. 

The  index.— -A  digested  Body  of  Reference  to  the  whole  work:  giving  the  English 
.^5  well  the  scientific  name  of  every  subject  of  Natural  History. 
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B£covERED  MANUSCRIPTS.  I  of  the  CoJix  ArgtnttuSj  together  with 

THL  Abbatc  Angelo  Mai,  distinguished  great  part  of  the  homilies  or  commentaries, 
for  his  recent  discoveries  among  the  Codices  1  and  what  is  still  more  interesting,  fragments 
rescriptiy  in  the  Ambrosian  Librarj’  at  ‘  of  the  books  of  Esdras  and  Nehemiah ;  a 
Milan,  has  add#  d  to  the  number  the  Maeso-  discovery  of  the  more  importance  as  not  the 
Gothic  translation  of  the  thirteen  proto-  smallest  portion  of  UlphilasN  version  of  the 
canonical  epistles  of  St.  Paul,  made  in  the  Old  Testament  was  hitherto  know’n  to 
fourth  century  by  bishop  Ulphilas,  the  loss  exist.  To  accompany  this  considerable 
of  which  has  been  hitherto  a  subject  of  re-  part  of  the  labours  of  the  Gothic  prelate, 
gret.  It  fills  two  voluminous  manuscripts,  M.  .Mai,  is  preparing  a  new  iMopso-Gotliic 
and  is  coven  d  by  Latin  writing  of  a  later  Lexicon,  which  will  prodigiously  increase 
period.  W’e  know,  from  the  unanimous  the  number  of  words  of  that  language,  and 
testimony  of  the  ancient  historians  that  Ul-  prove  a  most  valuable  present  to  the  philo- 
philas,  (who  was  called  the  Moses  of  his  logists  of  all  those  nations  whose  languages 
time,)  translated  the  whole.  Bible,  except  are  of  German  origin. 
p<-rhaps  the  two  books  of  kings.  The  whole  j  — 

of  this  work  was  lost,  till  at  length,  in  1665,  j 

(he  containing  a,  tdlurium  in  sulphuric  acid. 

tonfiderahle  part  of  the  four  Evangelists,'.  informed  on  the  authority  of 

was  published  by  Francis  Junius.  The ' 

learned  Francis  Knittel,  upon  examining  a'  <x^cn»fonfoly  fon-d  sulphuric 

co*v in  the  library  of  VVofltn-!®'^^  of  English  manufacture;  and  that  ia 
buttel,  found  upon  eight  of  the  pages  several  1  sfold'uric  acid.from  a  manufactory  at  Stock- 
verses  of  the  translation  of  the  Epistle  to  the  '‘•'“■■iun'  i'> 

Romans,  by  l  lphilas.  These  fragments  he !  have  been  found  mixed 

published  in  1762.  The  MSS.  now  dis.:""^  unburned  sulphur.  The  sulphur  cm- 
covered  bv  M.  Mai,  are  much  more  exten- 1 1’'°>  in  this  latter  manufactory  is  obtained 
sit  e,  and  ap,«ar  to  have  been  written  Ite-  P-'  "“*  ‘“hlun,  in 

tween  the  5th  and  6th  century.  W  hat  is  | ‘uPurium  have  yet  bcett 
wanting  of  the  Epistles  in  one  of  the  MSS.  discovered. 

15  contained  in  the  other  ;  eight  of  llie  Epis-  ♦ 

tics  are  entire  in  b*th,  so  as  to  aflbrd  the  ANNUAL  CENSUS 

advat.tageof  comparison.  The  characters  Humane  and  Criminal  Instifulions 

arc  lartre  and  handsome.  The  titles  of  the  iUc  n:*,.  i  x. 


Epistles  are  at  tlie  head  of  the  MS.S.  and 
there  arc  marginal  references  in  the  same 
language.  Of  this  discovery  M.  Mai  designs 
to  publish  an  extensive  specimen  in  a  pre¬ 
liminary  dissertation.  A  gentleman  of 
Mil  an,  equally  distinguished  by  erudition! 
and  liberality,  has  had  a  complete  fount  of! 
Ulphilanian  types,  of  ditlerent  sizes,  castj 
by  an  able  founder,  both  for  the  text  and  | 
notes.  Besides  tlicse  two  MSS.  M.  Mai; 
has  collected  twenty  more  pages  in  the  1 
Mae.so-Gothic  language,  extracted  from 
several  other  codices  palimpsesiif  in  the 
same  library.  In  these  pages  are  found 
tliose  parts  of  the  Gospels  by  Ul  phi  I  as, 
which  are  wanting  in  the  mutilated  edition 


in  the  City  of  Axw-York — collected  by 
the  attending^  JSIinisterj  John  Stanfordy 
M.  A.  May  1st,  1818. 
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\Vhite  men. 

204 

White  women, 

393 

k**'. 

>  ■ ,  if- 

White  boys, 

371 

White  girls, 

227 

% 

Black  men, 

0^ 

.  •  A,- 

i'-h 

Black  women, 

C2 

Black  boys, 

19 

'  'i 

c 

Black  gi.'  Is. 

15— 1;:3V 

V 


EVA^TiELICAL  GUARDIAiV,  At 


iilT\  HOiriTAL. 

Patleiils, 

Maiiiacs, 

dektor’s  prison. 

r 

In  coiitinenieiit,  including 
the  Liberties, 


years 


BRIDEWFLI 


\V  lute  men, 
White  women 
Black  men, 
Clack  women, 
Bovs, 


PENITENTIARY — BELLI  VIE 


men 


women 


100  and  upw.'irds  -  -  C 

Of  this  nuinb«T  it  apjiears  tliat  (  onvnnp- 
tion  alone  has  carried  oil  no  less  than  574  ! 
Rather  more  than  ont-JiJVi  of  the  whole 
number  of  deaths. 


Clack  women 


lute  women 
Black  men, 
Black  women. 


:  At  Kalorama,  on  the  evening  of  the  .lOik 

|ofMav,  Mrs.  RUTH  li.MiLOW,  relict  of 
Decrease,  223  Hhe  late  Joel  Barlow,  envoy  extraordinary 

land  niini>ter  plenipoU  ntiarv  of  the  United 

_  0  I  States  at  the  court  of  Fiance.  Mrs.  Barlow 

!  was  a  native  of  ('onnecticut.  'J’hose  im- 
ANNUAL  BILL  OF  MORl'ALITY,  common  talents  which  she  and  the  family 

of  Baldwin  po^sc's^ed,  were  highly  culti- 
For  the  City  and  County  of  JS'cxv-York^  as  vated. during  a  long  residence  witli  her  hus- 
as  repof’ted  by  the  City  Inspector  to  the  band  in  various  (ountries  of  Europe.  .Since 
Common  Council^  for  the  year  1817.  tin-  death  of  her  husltand,  she  resided  at  his 

fa\ouriU;  >  at,  and  exerted  hei  .e!f  in  doing 
goo(l  to  all  around  her.  She  .sustain!  d  with 
dignity,  patience,  and  .sincerity  her  last, 
long  sickness.  Her  remains,  attended  by 
the  heads  of  do|'>arlments,  foreign  ministers, 
and  numerous  friends,  were,  on  Alonday, 
placed  in  the  family  mausoleum  at  Ka¬ 
lorama. 

Airs.  Barlow  on  her  return  to  this  coun¬ 
try  from  I'ranee,  after  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  made  a  |»rofess:on  of  C  hristianity, 
joined  ii.<  the  «  oniiiumion  of  the  Rev.  i)r. 
Laurie’.s  (  imi  f  h,  ;at  Washington,  and  con¬ 
tinued  an  exemj.'lary  member  of  his  con- 
giegatioa  till  death 
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Total  number  of  deaths 


